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PACKAGE FOR ABSORBENT ARTICLES 

Backproimci of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to a package, and more particularly to 
a package for absorbent articles. 
5 Absorbent articles such as panty Hn^, feminine napkins and tampons are 

ftequ^tly carried about in purses, backpacks and briefcases until needed. Typically, the 
articles are put in these containers loose. Unfortunaitely, these containers do not always 
provide a hygienic environment for the articles, and thus the articles can become dirty and/or 
damaged. Further, the articles can become scattered about in the containers so they are 

1 0 difficult to find when needed. 

In the past, specifically designed pouches have been distributed for holding 
several absorbent articles at a time. These pouches reduce contact between the articles and 
potentially non-hygienic environments, and make the articles easier to find when needed. The 
pouches are made fi-om durable materials such as heavy vinyl so they can be reused, but reuse 

15 necessitates the pouches be refilled from time to time. Further, the pouches frequently 
become non-hygienic after extended use, requiring them to be cleaned or discarded and 
replaced. 

To avoid these problems, some persons use clear plastic sandwich bags to hold 
the articles. These bags usually maintAiTi a hygienic enviroxmient for the articles and make 

20 the articles easier to find whm needed. Althougfh the bags must be filled from time to time, 
they are readily disposable and replaceable thereby reducing some of the concerns and 
inconveniences caused by extended use. However, because the bags are transparent, they 
permit the contents of the bags to be Adewed. Some users desire more discreet packaging. 
Thus, there is a need for a discreet, disposable and econopiical reclosable package for holding 

25 several articles at a time. 

One type of packaging which meets the previously mentioned need includes 
a pocket for holding the articles and a opening for withdrawing articles from the pocket when 
needed. Further, the package includes a fl^ for selectively covering the opening. Thefl^ 
has an adhesive closure for holding tiie flap against the pocket when covering tiie opening. 

30 It has bem noted that the adhesive closure and/or flap can be difficult to identify and/or grasp 
when separating the fl^ from the pocket to uncover the opening when articles are needed. 
Thus, there is a need for packaging having a flap which is readily identifiable and can be 
easily grasped when opening and closing the packaging. 

Still fiuiher, it h^ been noted that if the pocket or opening is too small, the 

35 articles are difficult to withdraw from the packaging. However, if the pocket is too big, the 
packaging can be unattractive and bulky and the articles can become jumbled in the pocket. 



I' 
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Further, if the opening is too big, the articles can fall out of the pocket too easily. Thus, there 
is a need for packaging having an appropriately sized pocket and opening. 

In addition, the size of some packaging is suitable for carrying in a purse, 
backpack or briefcase, but is not econoniically sized for general retail. Further, the packaging 
5 has an appropriate durability for consumer use but is not sufficiently durable for distribution 
to retail sites. Thus, there is a need for durable ntiast^ packaging sized for holding several 
utility packs^es. 

Summary of the Invention 

Briefly, apparatus of this invention is a package comprisiag a plurality of 

10 absorbent articles and reclosable packaging. The packaging includes a flexible pocket having 
a hoUow interior sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of absorbent articles and an 
opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permittiag at 
least one of the plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket. 
The packaging also includes a fl^ attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening 

15 to retain flie plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket The flap is 
selectably moveable between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed 
by tiie flap to permit the article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in 
which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain tfie articles in 
the pocket and to prevent the article from passing through the opening. In addition, the 

20 packaging includes a closure positioned on the pocket and/or the flap for releasably holding 
the flap in the closed position. The closure permits the flap to be positioned in a different 
location on the pocket during successive closings when successive articles are removed from 
the interior of the pocket to permit the packaging to conform to the remaining articles in the 
interior of the pocket. 

25 In another aspect of the invention, the packaging includes a flexible pocket, 

an opening, a flap, and an adhesive closure positioned on the pocket and/or the flap for 

releasably holding the flap in the closed position. 

In still another aspect of tiiis mvention, the packaging includes an adhesive 

closure positioned on the fl^ for releasably holding the fl^ in the closed position. The 
30 closure is spaced from a distal edge of the flap to permit a portion of the flap to be grasped 

and separated from the pocket without releasing the closure. 

In another aspect, apparatus of this invention includes a package comprising 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack. Each of the absorbent 

articles has a generally uniform width, length and thickness relative to the other articles. The 
35 package ftutiier comprises packaging including a flexible pocket at least partially defines a 

hollow interior pocket having a volume whenreceiving the preselected number of articles less 
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than about twice the number of articles times a product of the article width, length and 
thickness, and more than about one times the number of articles times the product of the 
article width, length and thickness. 

In yet another aspect, the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a 
S volume when receiving Ibe preselected number ofarticlesl^sflian about twice the number 
of articles times a product of the article width, length and thickness. 

In still another aspect of tiie present invention, the pocket at least partially 
defines a hollow interior having a width when flie articles are r^oved th^efix)m less than 
about two times the article width and a width when receiving Ihe preselected number of 
1 0 articles more than about one times the article width. 

In yet another aspect, the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a 
width when receiving the preselected number of articles less than about two times the article 
width. 

In another aspect, the pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior having 
15 a length when the articles are removed therefirom less than about two times the article length 
and a length when receiving the preselected numb^ of articles more than about one times the 
article length. 

In still another aspect, the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a 
length when the articles are removed therefix>m less than about two times the article length. 
20 In yet another aspect, the opening has a width when the pocket receives the 

articles less than about two times the article widfli and more than about one times the article 
width. 

In another aspect, the opening has an area when the pocket receives the 
preselected number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times a product of 

25 the article width and thickness, and more than about one times the number of articles times 
the product of the article width and thickness. 

A fiirther aspect of this invention is directed to at least one of the flap and the 
pocket including a visual indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap from the pocket to 
improve visual identification of the edge of the fi^. 

30 In yet another aspect of fbis invention, a master package comprises aplurality 

of utiMty packages. Each of the utility packages includes a plurality of absorbent articles and 
utility packaging. The utility packaging includes a flexible pocket having a hollow interior 
sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of absorbent articles and a reclosable opening 
extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for peraiitting at least one 

35 of the plurality of articles to be withdrawn firom the hollow interior of the pocket The master 
package also includes removable master packaging surrounding the plurality of utiUty 
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packages having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of utility 
packages. 

In a final aspect, the invention comprises a package of interlabial pads for 
caiiying a supply of the pads in hygienic condition in such manner as to maintain them in 
S hygjemcconditionandtobereadilyavailableforuseinhygienicconditionwhenneeded. The 
package comprises a receptacle and a st^ply of pads in the receptacle. The receptacle has an 
opening through which a pad may be witiidrawn for use when needed. Further, the receptacle 
has a reclosable closure for closing the opening. The closure is closed for carrying the pads 
in hygienic condition and for continued carrying in hygienic condition of the pads remaining 
10 in the receptacle after withdrawal of a pad. 

Other features of the present invention will be in part apparent and in part 
pointed out hereinafter. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a firont elevation of a prior art panty liner surrounded by a removable 
wrapper, ^ 

Fig. 2 is a fitont elevation of a utility package of the present invention showing 
a flap of the package in a closed position; 

Fig. 3 is a firont elevation of the utility package showing the flap in an open 

position; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan of the utility package showing the flap in the open position; 

Fig. 5 is a fix)nt elevation of empty packaging of the utility package; 

Fig. 6 is a front elevation of a master package of a first embodiment of the 
present invention with a portion broken away to show utility packages therein; 

Fig. 7 is a front elevation of a master package of a second embodiment of the 
present invention with a portion broken away to show utility packages therein; 

Fig. 8 is a front elevation of a utility package of a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a fix>nt elevation of a utility package of a third embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of an interlabial pad such as may be packaged in 
accordance with tiiis invention, partly broken away to show detail; 
Fig. 1 1 is a edge view of the interlabial pad; 
Fig. 12 is a plan view showing the pad folded; 
Fig. 13 is a section taken in the plane of line 13-13 of Fig. 12; 
Fig. 14 is a &ont elevation of hygienic packaging containing the folded pad; 
Fig. 15 is a section taken in the plane of line 15-15 of Fig. 14; 
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Fig. 1 6 is a front elevation of a package of a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention in a closed condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 17 is a section taken in the plane of line 17-17 of Fig. 16; 

Fig. 18 is a front elevation of the package of Fig. 16 in an opened condition; 

Fig. 19 is a section taken in the plane of line 18-18 of Fig. 18; 

Fig. 20 is a front elevation of a package of a fifth embodiment of the present 
invention^ fiie packaged pads th^m shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 21 is a section taken in the plane of line21-21 of Fig. 20; 

Fig. 22 is a front elevation of a package of a sixth embodiment of the present 
inv^tion, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 23 is a section taken in the plane of line 23-23 of Fig. 22; 

Fig. 24 is a front elevation of a package of a seventh embodiment of the • 
present invention in an opened condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 25 is a section taken in the plane of line 25-25 of Fig. 24; 

Fig. 26 is a front elevation of the package of Fig. 24 in an opened condition; 

and 

Fig. 27 is a front elevation of a package of a eighth embodiment of the present 
invention in an opened condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines. 

Corresponding reference characters indicate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views of tfie drawings. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the drawings and in particular to Fig. 1, a conventional 
individually wnq)ped absorbent article is designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 
20. Although the absorbent article 20 shown in Fig. 1 is a panty liner 22 surrounded by a 
wrapper, generally designated by 24, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the present 
invention may be applied to other absorbent articles 20 such as fenunine napkins, tampons, 
interlabial pads, other feminine care products, adult care products, child care products and 
mfant care products. Furth^, thoso skilled in the art will ^preciate that although the 
illustrated articles 20 are individually wrapped, the articles may be unwrapped without 
departing from the scope of ttie present invmtion. 

The panty liner 22 shown in Fig. 1 is folded twice in a conventional manner 
to present a genially flat and generally rectangular article. Although the folded panty liner 
22 may have other sizes without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the folded liner has a width of about 50 millimeters, a length of about 70 
millimeters and a thickness of about 5 millimeters. It is also envisioned that the panty liner 
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22 may be unfolded and/or non-rectangular without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. 

Although the wrapper 24 may be made in other ways without dq)arting from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the wrapper includes a rectangular 
sheet 30 having opposing side edges 32, 34 and opposite end edges 36, 38. A first fold 40 in 
tiie sheet 30 extending between the side edges 32, 34 forms a bottom of the wrapper 24, and 
a second fold 42 m the sheet extending between the side edges generally parallel to and above 
the first fold forms a top of the wr^p^. The first fold 40 separates a middle portion 44 of 
the wrapper 24 from a back portion 46, and the second fold 42 separates the middle portion 
from a front portion 48 of the wr^per. The side edges 32, 34 of the middle portion 44 are 
joined to the back portion 46, and the side edges of the forward portion 48 are joined to the 
middle portion to form opposing sides of the wrapper. A margin 50 of the sheet 30 adjacent 
the end edge 36 overlaps a margia 52 of the sheet adjacent the end edge 38. It is envisioned 
that it may be desirable to join the side edges 32, 34 of the forward portion 48 to the back 
portion 46. 

Although the side edges 32, 34 of the rectangular sheet 30 may be joined in 
other ways (such as with adhesives or by heat sealing) without departmg from the scope of 
the present invention, in one CTibodiment the side edge margins are joined by conventional 
mechanical fastening means as shown. Altiaough the wrapped article 20 may have other sizes 
without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the article has 
a width 54 of about 75 millimeters, a length 56 of about 75 millimeters and a thickness 58 
(Fig. 4) of about 5 millimeters. Further, although the dimensions of the article 20 may vary 
from article to article without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the dimensions are generally imiform. In addition, the dimensions may vary 
within a given article or they may be invariant without depaiting from the scope of the 
present invention. Although tiie wrapper 24 may be made of other mat^als without 
departing from the scope of tiie preset invention, in one embodiment the wrapper is made 
from low density polyethylene sheet material having a thickness of about 38 microns. It is 
fiirfher envisioned that the wrapper 24 may have an adhesive or other closure (not shown) 
without departing from the scope of the present invention. 

As illustrated in Figs. 2-4, a utility package of the present invention is 
designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 60. The package 60 generally comprises 
a plurality of absorbent articles 20 (Fig. 4) and reclosable packaging, generally designated by 
62. As previously mentioned, it is envisioned that the articles 20 may be folded or unfolded 
and individually wrapped or unwrapped without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. Although the articles 20 may be arranged in other ways without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the articles are arranged in face-to-face 
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relation in a stack as illustrated in Fig. 4. The package 60 includes a number of articles 20 
which is selected for the convenience of an end user. For example, the package 60 may 
include less than about eight absorbent articles 20 to provide a supply of articles for about one 
week or less. It is envisioned that it may be desirable that the package 60 include about five 
absorbent articles 20 to provide a supply of articles for one conventional work week (Le., five 
days). 

The packaging 62 includes a flexible pocket 64. The pocket 64 has a hollow 
interior 66 sized and shaped for receiving the preselected number of absorbent articles 20 as 
shown in Fig. 4. An opeaiing 68 extends into the hollow interior 66 of the pocket 64. The 
opening 68 is sized and shaped for permitting at least one of the plurality of articles 20 to be 
withdrawn from the hollow interior 66 of the pocket 64. Further, the packaging 62 includes 
a flap 70 attached to the pocket 64 adapted for covering the opening 68 to retain the plurality 
of articles 20 in the hollow interior 66 of the pocket 64. The flap 70 is selectably moveable 
between an open position as illustrated in Fig. 3 in which the opening 68 is generally 
unobstructed by the flap to peimit at least one article 20 to be withdrawn through the opening 
and a closed position as shown in Fig. 2 in which the fl^ covers the opening and an exterior 
area 72 (Fig. 3) of the pocket 64 to retain the articles in the pocket and to prevent the articles 
from passing through the opeoing. In one embodiment, flie flap 70 is substantially rectangular 
and has a substantially straight distal edge 74. However, those skilled in ttie art will 
q)preciate that the flap 70 may have other shapes such as semi-circular or triangular without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. 

As illustrated in Fig. 3, a closure 76 is positioned on an inner face 78 of the 
flap 70 for releasably holding the flap in the closed position. It is envisioned that the closure 
76 may be positioned on the exterior area 72 of the pocket 64 instead of or in addition to being 
positioned on the flap 70. Preferably, the closure 76 permits the flap 70 to be positioned in 
a different location on the pocket 64 during successive closings when successive articles 20 
are removed from the interior 66 of the pocket to permit the packaging 62 to conform to the 
remaining articles in the^ interior of the pocket. Although other closures 76 may be used 
without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment flie closure is 
an adhesive material such as a conventional resealable hot melt adhesive or a resealable two 
sided tape for releasably holding the flap 70 in the closed position. 

Although the closure 76 may be positioned at other locations without departing 
from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the closure is spaced from the 
distal edge 74 of the flap 70 to permit a free portion of the flap to be grasped and separated 
from the pocket 64 to grip the flap for releasing the closure. It is envisioned that it may be 
desirable that the closure 76 be spaced from the distal edge 74 of the flap 70 by a distance 80 
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of at least about 4 millimeters. It is further envisioned that it may be desirable that the 
distance 80 be about 1 6 millimeters. 

Although the closure 76 may have other shapes without departing firom the 
scope of the present invention, in one embodiment ihs closure is an elongate strip of adhesive 
material extending substantially parallel to the distal edge 74 of the packaging Hap 70. In one 
embodiment, the strip of adhesive material is substantially continuous and uninterrupted along 
its entire length, but it is envisioned that other embodiments may have adhesive material 
which is discontinuous and/or interrupted along its length without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. In addition, it is envisioned that it may be desirable that the strip 
extend over substantially an entire width 82 of the flap 70 so the comers 84 of the flap are 
held in place near the pocket 64. Although the elongate strip may have other widths without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the strip has a width 
86 of less than about 20 millimeters and more than about 2 millimeters. It may be desirable 
that the width 86 of the strip be about 7 millimeters. 

Although the packaging 62 maybe made in other ways without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment illustrated in Fig. 5 the packaging 
contprises a rectangular sheet 90 having opposing side edges 92, 94 and opposite end edges 
96, 98. A first fold 100 extending between the side edges 92, 94 forms a bottom of the 
packaging 62, and a second fold 102 (Fig. 2) extending between the side edges generally 
parallel to and above the first fold forms a top of the packagmg* The first fold 1 00 separates 
a nuddle portion 104 of the packaging 62 from a back portion 106. The middle and back 
portions 104, 106, respectively, form the pocket 64 ofthe packaging 62. The second fold 102 
separates the middle portion 104 from a front portion 108 of the packaging 62. The front 
portion 108 of the packaging 62 forms the flap 70. Although tiie second fold 102 may be 
positioned in other locations without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the second fold is positioned immediately adjacent the opening 68 and 
immediately adjacent an upper end of the &ont portion 1 08 (i.e., adjacent the edge 98 of the 
sheet 90). The middle portion 104 is joined with the corresponding back portion 106 along 
side edges 92, 94 to form opposing sides ofthe packaging 62. Although the middle and back 
portions 104, 106 may be joined in other ways (such as v/ith adhesives or by mechanical 
fastening) without departing fix)m the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment they 
are joined by conventional heat sealing. Altiibugh the packaging 62 may be made &om other 
materials without departing from the scope ofthe present invention, in one embodiment the 
packaging is made 6com a heat scalable polymer sheet material such as a material containing 
about 80% polyethylene and about 20% other polyolefins having a thickness of about 45 
microns available from Shanghai Zihua Enterprise Company, Limited of Shanghai, China. 
It is further envisioned that the packaging 62 may be made from coated paper, woven 
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material, non-woven material, polyethylene, polypropylene, co-polymers, extruded polymer, 
thermo-formed mat^als, and/or cardboard without departing fix)m the scope of the present 
invention. Although in one embodiment the pocket 64 is substantially free ofgussets, in an 
alternate onbodiment the sides of the pocket may include conventional gussets (not shown) 
to provide flie packaging 62 with a substantially flat bottom. 

Although the interior 66 of the packaging 62 defined by the fl^ 70 and the 
pocket 64 may have other sizes without departing from the scope of the present invention, it 
may be desirable that the interior have a volume when receiving the preselected number of 
articles 20 less than about twice the number of articles times a product of the article width 54, 
length 56 and thickness 58, and more than about one times the number of articles times the 
product of the article width, length and thickness. As previously mentioned, the number of 
articles 20 is selected for the convenience of an end user. For example, it is envisioned tiiat 
it may be desirable that the package 60 include about five absorbent articles 20 to provide a 
supply of articles for one conventional work week (i.e., five days). Moreover, it may be 
desirable that the interior 66 have a width when the articles are removed and the pocket 64 is 
flattened as shown in Fig. 5 less than about twice the article width 54, and a width when 
receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one times the article width. In 
one embodiment, the width ofthe hollow interior 66 when the articles 20 are removed is about 
1.2 times the article width. Likewise, it may be desirable that the interior 66 have a length 
when the articles are removed and the pocket 64 is flattened less than about twice the article 
lengili 5 6, and a length when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one 
times the article length. In one embodiment, the length of the hollow interior 66 when the 
articles 20 are removed is about 1 .2 times the article length 56. Further, in one embodiment 
the opening 68 has a width when the pocket 62 receives the articles 20 less than about two 
times the article width 54 and more than about one times the article width. It maybe desirable 
that the opening width be about 1.2 times the article width 54. In one embodiment, the 
opening 68 has an area when the pocket receives the preselected number of articles 20 less 
than about twice the number of articles times a product ofthe article width 54 and thickness 
5 8, and more than about one times the number of articles times the product ofthe article widtii 
and thickness. 

As illustrated in Fig. 2, it may be desirable that the flap 70 and/or the pocket 
64 include a visual indicator, generally designated by 1 1 0, for distinguishing the edge 74 of 
the flap from the pocket. The indicator 110 improves visual identification ofthe edge 74 of 
the flap 70 when grasping the flap to move it toward its open position. The visual indicator 
110 comprises visually contrasting surface treatments on the flap 70 and the pocket 64. 
Although other visually contrasting surface treatments may be used without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the visually contrasting surface 
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treatments include a first color on at least a portion of an exterior surface or outer face 1 12 of 
the flap 70 and a second color on at least aportion of an exterior surface 114 of the pocket 64. 
Further, it may be desirable that one of the colors be a raw mat^al color of the packaging 
material and the other color be printed on the packaging 62. For example, if the raw matmal 
color of the packaging 62 is white, a lower edge margin 116 iand opposing side margins 118 
of the Qsp 70 may be substantially free of printing such as background coloration and text, 
and a central portion of the flap may include printing of a contrasting color (e.g., blue). The 
margins 116, 118 are delineated by phantom lines in the drawings. Although the edge 
margins 1 16, 1 18 may have other widths without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the edge margins have a width 120 less than about 15 
millimeters. It may be desirable that the widths 120 of the edge margins be about 4 
millimeters. In addition to omitting printing from the edge margins 1 16, 1 1 8 of the flap 70, 
it may be desirable that the side margins of the pocket 64 (delineated by phantom lines) be 
substantially free of printing, to prevent printing discoloration when the sides are heat sealed. 
Further, it may be desirable that the fleqp 70 and/or the pocket 64 include a tactile indicator 
(not shown) for distinguishing the edge 74 of the flap from the pocket to improve tactile 
identification of the edge of tbe flap. It is envisioned that the tactile indicator could be a 
textured portion (e.g., knurling) on an exterior surface of the flap 70 and/or the pocket 64. 

A master package is designated in its entirety by the numeral 130 in Fig. 6. 
The master package 130 includes a plurality of the utility packages 60 as described above, 
in addition, the master package 130 includes removable master packaging 132 surrounding 
the utility packages 60. The master packaging 1 32 has a hollow interior sized and shaped for 
receiving the utility packages. It is envisioned that the master packaging may have printing 
(not shown) on its exterior siuface. It is fiirther envisioned that the utility packages 60 may 
be arranged one or more stacks inside the master packaging 132. For example, the utility 
packages 60 may be arranged in two stacks as shown in Fig. 6 or arranged in one stack as 
shown in Fig. 7. Although the master package 130 may include different numbers of utility 
packages 60 wifliout departing from the scope of the present invention, in the illustrated 
embodiments the master package includes less than about twelve utility packages. For 
example, the master package 130 may include about ten utility packages 60 as shown in Fig. 
6 or about nine utility packages as shown in Fig. 7. Further, it may be desirable that one or 
more sides of the master packaging 132 include conventional gussets 134 to provide the 
packaging with flat sides. Although the master packaging 132 may be made of other 
materials without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the 
master packaging is made from polyethylene sheet material having a thickness of about 45 
microns using conventional packaging methods. 
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It is envisioned that the utility packages 60 may have alternative constructions 
without departing from the scope of the present invention. For instance, as illustrated in Fig. 
8 a conventional adhesive tab closure 140 may be used to hold the flap 70 in its closed 
position against the pocket 64 of the packaging 62. Another embodiment shown in Fig. 9 is 
similar to that of Fig. 8 except that the fl^ 70 has a generaUy triangular configuration and is 
initially joined to the pocket 64 by frangible perforations 142. 

Referring to Figs. 10 and 1 1 of the drawings, an interlabial pad is designated 
in its entirety by the reference number ISO. The pad ISO, which is exemplary of interlabial 
pads that may be packaged in accordance with ttiis invention, is generally of the type 
disclosed in the aforesaid Patent Nos. 4,595,392 and 4,673,403, which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. In one embodiment, the pad 1 50 is generally oval and has lateral 
projections 1 52, Ais those skilled in the art will appreciate, the interlabial pad may have other 
sh^es without departing from the scope of the present invention. Although the pad 150 of 
one embodiment comprises a lamination of a layer 154 of absorbent material on a fluid 
impervious layer 156 (e.g., plastic film), pads having other configurations including those 
without an impervious layer are also contemplated. As shown in Figs. 12 and 13, in one 
embodunent llie pad 1 50 is folded in half on its major axis as indicated at 1 58 and, as shown 
in Figs. 14 and IS, is individually packaged in an elongate, generally flat sealed hygienic 
package 160 having a longitudinal seam 162 and end seals 164. In alternative embodiments, 
it is envisioned that tihie package 1 60 may not be sealed or may be onaitted entirely. Furttier, 
it is envisioned that the pad 150 may be unfolded without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. Although the package 160 may be made of oflier materials without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the package is made 
of heat-sealable plastic film and in another embodiment the package is made of pq)er. The 
seam 162 and seals 164 may be made by any conventional process such as heat sealing, 
mechanical sealing or adhesive bonding. Further, it is envisioned that the pad 150 may be 
sealed in the package 160 with a cardboard backing 165. 

As illustrated in Figs. 16 and 17, a package of a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention is designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 166. Thepackage 166, 
carries asupply 168 of the interlabial pads 150 individually wrapped in their respective sealed 
hygienic packages 160 readfly available for use when needed. The package 166 g^erally 
comprises a receptacle 170 (e.g., a pocket) having a mouth or opening 172 (see Fig. 19 
particularly) through which a pad 150 in its sealed pack^e 160 may be withdrawn for use 
when needed. The receptacle 1 70 has a reclosable flap 1 79 for closing the opening 172. The 
flap 174 may be closed after a pad 150 is withdrawn to retain the remaining pads in the 
receptacle 170 until needed. 
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The recq)tacle 170 comprises a bag having front and back walls 176 and 178 
joined at the sides 1 80 and 1 82 and bottom 1 84 and free from each other at the top to define 
the opening 172. The flap 174 which is integral with the back wall 178 may be folded over 
the opening 172 so it overlies the front wall 176. The flap 174 is releasably adhered to die 
front w^ 1 76 by an adhesive or mechanical closure 1 86. The receptacle 1 76 is formed from 
an elongate rectangularblank folded along fold 184 to form the front and back walls 176, 178, 
respectively. In one embodiment, die blank is a plastic film such as polyethylene film. In 
alternative embodiments, the blank is a non-woven material or a non-woven and film 
laminate. The fold 1 84 constitutes the bottom of the receptacle 1 70. The fix)nt and back walls 
176, 178 are sealed together as by heat seals 180s and 182s at both sides, and are free from 
each other at the top to define the bag opening 1 72. The plastic fihn (e.g., polyethylene) from 
which the bag is made is generally opaque as by being pigmented (e.g., blue) to conceal the 
packaged pads in the bag. In one embodiment, the closure 186 is a spot 194 of pressure- 
sensitive adhesive such as two-sided tape for releasably adhering the flap 174. In an 
alternative embodiment (not shown), the closure 186 includes a stripe of pressure-sensitive 
adhesive extending firom side to side along the receptacle 170. The packages 160 of pads 150 
(e.g., from about three to about six in number) are aligned vertically so they extend &om the 
opening 172 to the bottom 184 of the receptacle 170. In an alternative embodiment, it is 
aivisioned that die pads 1 50 may be aligned horizontally &om side to side in the recq)tacle 
170. Although the receptacle 170 may have other dimensions widiout dq)arting from the 
scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an overall width 
measured from side to side of about 1 0. 8 cm and an overall height measured fiom the opening 
172 to the bottom 184 of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm. Further, the flap 174 of 
this one embodiment has a width matching the width of the receptacle 170 and a height of 
about 5.1 cm. It is ftirther envisioned that the package 166 of the fourth embodiment of the 
present invention may include various features described above with respect to the packages 
of the first, second and third embodiments. 

Thus, die supply 168 of pads 150 is carried in a hygienic condition. Because 
the receptacle 170 (including the fldp 174) is opaque, the contents are not visible and thus are 
carried in a discreet manner. A pad 150 is readily available for use in hygienic condition 
when needed by pidling the fl^ 184 back (to the open condition illustrated in Figs. 18 and 
19) to open the receptacle 170, withdrawing a sealed package 160, and tearing it open to 
access the pad 150 therein. The tom-opai package 160 is discarded. The flap 174 may then 
be re-adhered to the front wall 176 of the receptacle 170 to re-close the bag by means of the 
closure 186. 

Figs. 20 and 21 illustrate a fifth embodiment of the package of the present 
invention, designated by 196 in its entirety. The package 196 of the fifth embodiment again 
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comprises an opaque plastic receptacle 198 having front and back walls 200, 202, 
respectively, joined at the sides 204, 206 by heat-sealed side seams, having a fold 208 for the 
bottom and an opening 210. Instead of the flap 174 and closiure 186, the receptacle 198 is 
provided with conventional press-fit members 212 and 214 (i.e., conventional interlockable 
plastic channels) extending across the front andback walls 200, 202 adjacent the opening 210. 
The r6cq>tacle 198 holds a plxirality(e.g.,^ee to six) packages 160ofpads ISO. Although 
in the illustrated embodiment the packages 160 extend vocally from the bottom 208 to 
adjacent the opening 210 just below ttie press-fit members 212, 214, it is also envisioned that 
the packages may extend horizontally from side to side. The press-fit memb^ 212, 214 are 
conventionally used on plastic bags and will not be described in ftirther detail. Although the 
receptacle 198 may have other dimensions without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an overall width measured from side to side 
of about 10.8 cm and an overall height measured from the opening 210 to the bottom 208 of 
between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm. 

Figs. 22 and 23 illustrate a sixth embodiment of the package of the present 
invention, designated by 216 in its entirety. For the most part, the package 216 of the sixth 
embodiment is the same as the package 196 of the fifUi embodiment except for the use of 
conventional slide fastener members 21 8 and 220 (instead of press-fit members 212 and 214) 
and a conventional slide fastener 222. Members 218, 220 and slide fristener 222 are such as 
conventionally used on plastic bags and will not be described in further detail. Although the 
receptacle of the package 216 of the sixth embodiment may have other dimensions without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an 
overall width measured from side to side of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm and an 
overall height measured from the opening to the bottom of about 10.8 cm . 

Figs. 24-26 illustrate a seventh embodiment of the package of the present 
invention, designated by 230 in its entirety. The package 230 of the seventh embodiment is 
in the style of wallet and has two pockets 232 and 234, each having an opening 232m, 234m, 
facing the other opening. The package 230 may be folded in half with the openings 232m, 
234m on the inside. Packages 160 of pads 150 are stocked in the pockets. Thepackage230 
comprises an elongate rectangular outside wall 236 of the opaque plastic film and inside walls 
238 and 240 of said fihn extending across the inside face 242 of the outside wall fix>m one 
side of the outside wall to the other and inward fix>m the ends of the outside wall. Each inside 
wall 238, 240 temiinates short of the center of the outside wall 236 thereby foiming the 
openings 232m, 234m of a pad-containing pocket. 

In fiirther detail, the receptacle 230 comprises an elongate rectangular blank 
of the opaque plastic film, portions of which are folded over as indicated at 244, 246 to form 
the inside walls 238, 240. The folds 244, 246 form the bottoms ofthe pockets 232, 234. The 
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folded-over end poirtions forming the inside walls 238, 240 are heat-sealed at both sides as 
indicated at 248 and 250 to ttie portion of the blank between folds 244, 246 constituting the 
outside wall 236. The openings of the pockets 232, 234 lie on opposite sides of a fold line F 
at tiie center of the outside wall 236 on which the receptacle is foldable as illustrated in Fig. 

26. The receptacle 230 may be held closed by a tab 252 heat-sealed to the outside wall 236 
and having a spot (or stripe) 254 of pressure-sensitive adhesive th^eon. Or, as shown in Fig. 

27, the spot (or stripe) 254 may be applied to one of Hhe inside walls, e.g., inside wall 240 to 
form apackage of a eighth embodiment. Although the pockets 232, 234 of the packages 230 
of the seven& and eighth embodiments may have o&o: dimensions wittiout departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the pockets have overall widths 
measured from side to side of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm and overall heights 
measured from the req)ective opening to the respective bottom of between about 6.3 cm and 
about 8,9 cm. 

Although the interlabial pad packages are described above as containing 
interlabial pads, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the packages may include other 
feminine care products and associated supplies. For example, the packages may contain a 
supply of interlabial pads and a supply of tampons and/or panty liners. Examples of 
associated siq)plies which the packages may contam include wipes and/or tissues. Further, 
it is envisioned that the packages may include more than one size of interlabial pad without 
departing from tiie scope of the present invention. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that tfie several objects of the invention 
are achieved and other advantageous results attained. 

When introducing elements of the present invention or the preferred 
embodiment(s) thereof, the articles "a", "an", "the" and "said" are intended to mean that there 
are one or more of the elements. The terms "comprising", "including" and *Tiaving" are 
intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be additional elements oth^ than the Usted 
elements. 

As various changes could be made in the above constructions wi&out 
departing from tiie scope of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense. 
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Claims 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A package comprising a plurality of absorbent articles, and reclosable 
packaging including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shs^ed for receiving said 
plurality of absorbent articles; 
5 an opening extendmg into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for permittuig at least one of said plurality of articles to be withdrawn 6om lixe hollow interior 
of die pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably 
10 moveable between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said 
flap to permit said at least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed 
position in which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said 
plurality of articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through 
the opening; and 

IS a closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably 

holding said fl^ in the closed position, said closure permitting the flap to be positioned in a 
different location on the pocket during successive closings when successive articles are 
removed from the interior of the podcet to permit said packaging to conform to the remaining 
articles in the interior of the pocket 

2. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the plxirality of absorbent articles 
are arranged in a stack. 

3. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the absorbent articles comprise 
a feminine care product 

4. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the feminme care products 
comprise a panty Kner. 

5. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the feminine care products 
conq)rise an interlabial pad. 

6. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the packaging comprises a 
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side 
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edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said first fold 
and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the firont portion of each 
5 side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming 
opposing sides of the pocket 

7. A package as set forth in claim 6 wharein the opposing sides of the pocket 
are substantially firee of gussets. 

8. A package as set forth in claim 6 wherein the sheet has a second fold 
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold, said second 
fold separating the flap firom the pocket. 

9. A package as set forth in claim 8 wharein the fl^ is substantially 

rectangular. 

10. A package as set forth in claim 8 wherein the flap has an inner face and 
an outer £ice, and the closure is positioned on said inner face of the fl^ for releasably holding 
said fl^ in the closed position. 

11. A package as set forth in claim 10 wherein the closure is an adhesive 
material applied to the iimer face of the flap. 

12. A package as set forth in claim 8 wherein the firont portion of each side 
edge of the sheet has an upper end opposite the first fold and said second fold is positioned 

. immediately adjacent the upper ends of the fix)nt portions of the side edges and immediately 
adjacent the op^iing. 

13. A package as set forth in claim 6 wherein the sheet is a heat scalable 

polymer sheet. 

14. A package comprising a plurality of absorbent articles, and packaging 

including: 

a flexible pocket havmg a hollow interior sized and sh^ed for receiving said 
plurality of absorbent articles; 
5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and sh^ed 

for permitting at least one of said plurality of articles to be withdrawn fi*om the hollow interior 
of the pocket; 



wo 02/39943 



PCtAJSOl/44975 



17 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably 
10 moveable between an open position in which tibie opening is generally unobstructed by said 
fl^ to pennit said at least one article to be withdrawn tivough the opening and a closed 
position in which the fl^ covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said 
plurality of articles in flie pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through 
the opening; and 

15 an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 

releasably holding said flap in the closed position. 

15. A package as set forth in claim 14 wherein the plurality of absorbent 
articles are arranged in a stack. 

1 6. A package as set forth in claim 14 wherein the absorbent articles comprise 
a feminine care product 

17. A package as set forth in claim 16 wherein the femimne care products 
ciomprise a panty Mer. 

18. A package as set forth in claim 16 wherein the feminine care products 
con^rise an interlabial pad. 

19. A package as set forth in claim 14 wherein the packaging comprises a 
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side 
edges so that each side edge has a fi:ont portion and a back portion separated by said first fold 
and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the firont portion of each 

5 side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming 
opposing sides of the pocket. 

20. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the opposing sides of the 
pocket are substantially fi^ee of gussets. 

21 . A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the sheet has a second fold 
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold, said second 
fold separating the flap firom the pocket . 
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22. A package as set forth in claim 21 wherein the flap is substantially 

rectangular. 

23. A package as set forth in claim 21 wherein tiiefl^ has an inner face and 
an outer face, and the closure is positioned on said inner face of fhe flap for releasably holding 
said flap in the closed position. 

24. A package as set forth in claim 21 wherein the &ont portion of each side 
edge of the sheet has an upper end opposite the first fold and said second fold is positioned 
immediately adjacent the upper ends of the front portions of the side edges and immediately 
adjacent the opening. 

25. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the sheet is a heat scalable 

polymer sheet. 

26. A package comprising at least one absorbent article, and packaging 

including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said 
absorbent article; 

5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for p^mitting said article to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
absoibent article in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable 
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstracted by said flap to 
10 permit said article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the 
flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said article in the pocket 
and to prevent said article from passing through the opening; and 

an adhesive closure positioned on said flap for releasably holding said fl^ in 
the closed position, wherdn the closure is spaced from a distal edge of the fl^ to permit a 
1 5 portion of the flap to be grasped and separated from the pocket without releasing flie closure. 

27. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the closure is positioned at least 
about 4 millimeters from the distal edge of the Gap. 

28. A package as set forth in claim 27 wherein the closure is positioned about 
16 millimeters from the distal edge of the flap. 
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29. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherdn said distal edge is substantially 
straigiht and said adhesive closure includes an elongate strip of adhesive material extending 
substantially parallel to the distal edge of the packaging flap. 

30. A package as set forth in claim 29 wh^in the elongate strip of adhesive 
material has a width of less than about 20 millimeters. 

31. A package as set forth in claim 30 wherein the strip of adhesive material 
has a width of more than about 2 millimeters. 

32. A package as set forth in claim 30 wherein the strip of adhesive material 
has a width of about 7 millimeters. 

33. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the strip of adhesive material 
is substantially continuous and unintermpted along its ^tire length. 

34. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the flap is substantially 

rectangular. 

35. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure extends 
substantially an entire width of the flap. 

36. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure is a two 

sided tape. 

37. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure is a hot 

melt adhesive. 

38. Apackage as set forth in claim 26 wherein the flap has an inner face and 
an outer face, and the adhesive closure is positioned on said inner face of the flap for 
releasably holding said flap in the closed ;)osition. 

39. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the hollow interior of the 
pocket is sized and shaped for receiving aplurality of absorbent articles including said article. 

40. A package as set forth in claim 39 wherein the plurality of absorijent 
articles are arranged in a stack. 
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41 . A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the absorbent article comprises 
a feminine care product. 

( 

42. A package as set forth in claim 41 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises a panty liner. 



43. A package as set forth in claim 41 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises an interlabial pad. 

44. A package comprising: 

a preselected pliiral number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles, a generally uniform length relative to the other articles, and a generally 
5 uniform thickness relative to flie other articles; and 

packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 
having a reclosable opening sized and sh^ed for permitting at least one of said articles to be 
v^thdrawn fiiom the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior 
having a volume when receiving the preselected number of articles less than about twice the 
10 number of articles times aproduct of said article width, length and thickness, and more than 
about one times the number of articles times said product 



45. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
nimiber of articles, a generally uniform length relative to the other articles, and a generally 
5 uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and 
packaging including: 

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized 
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn fi^om the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 

1 0 number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an 
open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and 
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and 

15 an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 

releasably holding said flap in the closed position; 
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wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a volume when 
receiving the preselected number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times 
a product of said article widths length and thickness. 

46. A package con^rising: 

a preselected plural number of absoibent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to othar articles in said 
number of articles; and 

5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absoibent articles 

having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be 
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partiafly defines a hollow interior 
having a width when the articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article 
width and a width when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one 
1 0 times said article width. 

47. A package as set forth in claim 46 wherein the hollow interior width is 
about 1 .2 times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom. 

48. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles; and 
5 packaging including: 

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized 
and sh^ed for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket ad^ted for covering the opening to retain said 
number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an 
10 open position in which the opening is generally imobstructed by said flap to permit said at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and 
to prevent said at least one article fix)m passing through the opening; and 

an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 
15 releasably holdmg said flap in the closed position; 

wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a width when 
receiving the preselected number of articles less than about two times said article width. 
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49. A package as set forth in claim 48 wherein tiie hollow interior width is 
about 1 Ol times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom. 

50. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform length relative to ottier articles in said 
number of articles; and 

5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 

having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be 
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior 
having a length when the articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article 
length and a length when receiving the preselected nxunber of articles more than about one 
1 0 times said article length. 

SLA package as set forth in claim SO wherein the hollow interior length is 
about 1 .2 times said article length whoi the articles are removed therefrom. 

52. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform length relative to other articles in said 
number of articles; and 
S packaging including: 

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized 
and shaped for permittuig at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket ad^ted for covering the opening to retain said 
number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an 
id open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and 
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and 

an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flq) for 
15 releasably holding said fl^ in the closed position; 

wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow mterior having a length when the 
articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article length. 

53. A package as set forth in claim 52 wherein the hollow interior length is 
about 1 .2 times said article length when the articles are removed therefrom. 
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54. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally unifoim width relative to the other articles; and 

packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 
S having an opening sized and sh2q[>ed for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn 
from the pocket, wherein the opening has a width when the pocket receives the articles less 
than about two times said article width and more than about one times said article width. 

5 5 . A package as set forth in claim 54 wherein the opening width is about 1 .2 
times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom. 

56. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles, and a generally uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and 
5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 

having an opening sized and shq>ed for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn 
from the pocket, wherein flie opening has an area when the pocket receives the preselected 
number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times a product of said article 
width and thickness, and more than about one times the number of articles times said product 

57. A package comprising at least one absorbent article, and packaging 

including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said 
absorbent article; 

5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for permitting said article to be withdrawn from ttie hollow interior of the pocket; and 

a Gap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
absorbent article in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable 
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to 
10 permit said article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the 
flap covers the opening to retain, said article in the pocket and to prevent said article from 
passing through the opening, wherein at least one of the flap and the pocket includes a visual 
indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap from the pocket to improve visual 
identification of the edge of the flap. 
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5 8 . A package as set forth in claiin 57 wherein the visual indicator comprises 
visually contrasting surface treatments on tiie flap and the pocket. 

59. Apackage as set forth in claim 58 wherdn the visually contrasting surface 
treatments include a first color on at least a portion of an exterior surface of the fl^ and a 
second color on at least a portion of an exterior surface of the pocket. 

60. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the first color is a raw material 
color of the packaging and the second color is printed on the packaging. 

61 . A package as set forth in claim 60 wherein the raw material color of the 
packaging is white. 

62. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the portion of the exterior 
surface of the flap having said first color is an edge margin of the flap. 

63. A package as set forth in claim 62 wherein said edge margin of the flap 
having said first color includes a lower edge margin of the fl^. 

64. A package as set forth in claim 63 wherein said lower edge margm having 
said first color has a width less than about 15 millimeters. 

65 . A package as set forth in claim 64 wherein said lower edge margin having 
said first color has a width of about 4 millimeters. 

66. A package as set forth in claim 62 wherein said edge margin of the flap 
having said first color includes opposing side edge margins of the flap. 

67. A package as set forth in claim 66 wherein each side edge margin having 
said first color has a width less than about 15 millimeters. 

68. A package as set forth in claim 67 wherein each side edge margin having 
said first color has a width of about 4 millimeters. 

69. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the flap includes the second 



color. 
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70. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the packaging comprises a 
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side 
edges so that each side edge has a fix>nt portion and a back portion separated by said first fold 
and so ibat said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, wherein the fix>nt portion of each side 

5 edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thei^eby forming 
opposing sides of the pocket, and wherein side margins corresponding to the side edges of the 
sheet are substantially firee of printing. 

71. A package as set forth in claim 70 wherein the sheet is a heat scalable 

polymer sheet. 

72. A package as set forth in claim 70 wherein the sheet has a second fold 
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold so that said 
second fold separates the fl^ fix>m the pocket, and who:^ ah edge margin of the fl^ is 
substantially fiiee of printing. 

73. A package as set fortii in claim 72 wherein said edge margm of die flap 
which is substantially firee of printing includes a lower edge margin of the flap. 

74. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the packaging comprises a 
closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably holding said flap 
in the closed position. 

75. A package as set forth in claim 74 wherein the closure is spaced firom a 
distal edge of the flap to permit a portion of the flap to be grasped and separated fix>m the 
pocket without releasing the closure. 

76. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the hollow interior of the 
pocket is sized and shaped for receiving a plurality of absorbent articles including said article. 

77. A package as set forth in claim 76 wherein the plurality of absorbent 
articles are arranged in a stack. 

78. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the absorbent article comprises 
a feminine care product 
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79. A package as set forth in claim 78 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises a panty liner. 

80. A package as set forth in claim 78 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises an interlabial pad. 

81 . A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein at least one of the flq) and the 
pocket includes a tactile indicator for distinguishing an edge of the fi^ from the pocket to 
improve tactile identification of the edge of tiie flap. 

82. A package as set forth in claim 81 wherein the tactile indicator comprises 
a textured portion of an exterior surface of said at least one of the fl^ and the pocket 

83. A package as set forth in claim 82 wherein the textured portion is a 
knurled portion of an exterior surface of the flap. 

84. A master package comprising: 

a plurality of utility packages, each of said utility packages including: 
a plurality of absorbent articles; and 

utility packaging including a flexiblepockethaving ahoUow interior sized and 
5 shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles, and a reclosable opening extending 
into the hollow iuterior of the pocket sized and shaped for peraiitting at least one of said 
plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; and 

removable master packaging surrounding said plurality of utility packages 
having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said plurality of utility packages. 

85. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles comprise a feminine care product 

86. A master package as set forth in claim 85 wherein each feminine care 
product is surrounded by a removable wr^per. 

87. A master package as set forth in claim 85 wherein the feminine care 
. products compirise a panty liner, 

88. A master package as set forth in claim 87 wherein each panty liner is 
surrounded by a removable wrapper. 
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89. A master package as set forth in claim 88 wherein the removable wrapper 
comprises a rectangular sheet having: 

opposing side edges having a forward portion, a middle portion and a back 

portion, 

5 a first fold extending between said side edges separating ttie middle portion 

and &e back portion so that said first fold forms a bottom of the wr^per, and 

a second fold extending betwe^ said side edges generally parallel to and 
above said fixst fold separating the middle portion and firont portion so that said second fold 
forms a top of the wrsppeTy wherein the middle portion of each side edge is joined with the 

10 corresponding back portion of each side edge md the forward portion of each side edge is 
joined with the corresponding middle portion of each side edge thereby forming opposing i 
sides of the wrapper. 

90. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said master packaging 
includes printing thereon. 

91 . A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein each utility packaging 
includes a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the op^oing to retain said plurality 
of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flsp being selectably moveable 
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to 

5 permit said at least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in 
which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said plurality of 
articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening. 

92. A master package as set forth in claim 91 wherein each utility packaging 
includes a closuiepositioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably holding 
said flap in the closed position. 

93. A master package as set forth in claim 92 wherein said closure is an 
adhesive closure. 

94. A master package as set forth in claim 91 wherein each utility packaging 
comprises a rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between 
said side edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said 
first fold and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the front portion 

5 of each side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby 
forming opposing sides of the pocket. 



wo 02/39943 



PCT/USOl/44975 



28 

95. A master package as set fortti in claim 94 wherein the sheet has a second 
fold extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold so that 
said second fold separates the flap from the pocket. 

96. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plnrality of 
absorbent articles is arranged in a stack in the utility packaging. 

97. A master package as set fordi in claim 84 wherem said plurality of utility 
packages is arranged in at least one stack inside the mast^ packaging. 

98. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles comprises less than about eight absorbent articles. 

99. A master package as set forth in claim 98 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles comprises about five absorbent articles. 

100. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of utility 
packages comprises less than about twelve utility packages. 

101. A master package as set forth in claim 100 wherein said plurality of 
utility packages comprises about ten utility packages. 

102. A master package as set forth in claim 101 wherein said plurality of 
utiJity packages is arranged in two stacks. 

103. A master package as set forth in claim 102 wherein said plurality of 
utility packages comprises about nine utihty packages. 

104. A master package as set forth in claim 103 wheiein said plurality of 
utility packages is arranged in a single stack. 

1 05. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said master packagmg 
includes gussets. 

106. A package of interlabial pads for carrying a si9)ply of the pads in 
hygienic condition in such manner as to maintain them in hygienic condition and to be readily 
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available for use in hygienic condition when needed, said package comprising a receptacle, 
a supply of pads in the receptacle, said receptacle having an opening through which a pad may 
5 be withdrawn for use when needed, said receptacle having a reclosable closure for closing the 
opening, said closure being closed for carrying the pads in hygienic condition and for 
continued carrying in hygienic condition of the pads remaining in the receptacle after 
withdrawal of a pad. 

107. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

108. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein said receptacle comprises 
a bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom and free of each other at the 
top to define said opening, said bag having a flap integral with the back wall folded over the 
opening and overlying the front wall and releasably adhered thereto. 

109. A package as set forth in claim 108 wherein the bag comprises a blank 
folded to form said front and back waUs, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the 
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof. 

110. Apackageassetforthinclaiml09whereintheblankisatleastpartially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag, the front wall having a pressure-sensitive 
adhesive thereon for releasably adhering the flap thereto. 

111. Apackageassetforthinclaiml09whereintheblankcomprisesaplastic 

fihn. 

112. A package as set forth in claim 108 wherein the interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

1 13. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle comprises a 
bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom with said opening at ihe top, 
said closure comprising press^fit members extending across the walls adjacent the opening. 

1 14. A package as set forth in claim 113 wherein the bag comprises a blank 
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the 
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof. 
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1 15. A package as set forth in claim 1 14 wherein the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag. 

1 16. A package as set forth in claim 1 14 wherein the blank coniprises aplastic 

film. 

117. A package as set forth in claim 114 wherein ttie interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

1 1 8. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle comprises a 
bag having fix>nt and back walls joined at the sides and bottom with said opening at the top, 
said closm-e comprising slide fastener m^ibers extending across the walls adjacent the 
opening, and a slide fastener. 

1 19. A package as set forth in claim 118 wherein the bag comprises a blank 
folded to form said fiont and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the 
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof. 

1 20. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag. 

121 . A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the blank comprises aplastic 

film. 

122. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the iaterlabial pads are 
individually packaged. > 

123. Apackage as set forth in claim 106 whereinthe receptacle is in the style 
of a wallet having two pockets each having an opening, foldable in half with the openings on 
the iaside. 

124^ Apackage as set forth in claim 123 comprising an elongate rectangular 
outside wall of plastic fihn, inside walls extending across the face of the outside wall 
constituting its inside face from one side of the outside wall to the other and inward from the 
ends of the outside wall, each inside wall terminating short of the center of length of the 
5 outside wall and forming a pad-^ntaining pocket with an opening at the inner edge thereof 
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125. A package as set forth in claim 124 wherein said receptacle comprises 
an elongate rectangular blank, end portions of which are folded over to constitute said inside 
walls, the folds forming the bottoms of the pockets, said folded-over end portions being 
attached at both sides to the portion of the blank intermediate said folds, said portion 
constituting the outsdde.wall. 

126. Apackage as set forth in claim 125 wh^in the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag. 

127. A package as set forth in claim 125 wherein the blank comprises aplastic 

film. 

1 28. A package as set forth in claim 1 06 v/herein each of the interlabial pads 
within the supply of pads is of substantially the same size. 

129. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein only interlabial pads are 
positioned in the recq)tacle. 



wo 02/39943 



1/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 



FIG. I 

PRIOR ART 




wo 02/39943 PCT/DSOl/44975 

2/15 




wo 02/39943 PCT/USOl/44975 

3/15 



FIG. 3 
eo 



/ 



7o 



Go 



JL 

I 



78 



TZ 



?! 



I 
\ 
I 



wo 02/39943 



4/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 



FIG. 4 




wo 02/39943 



5/15 



PCT/DSOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



6/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 



r/G. ^ 




wo 02/39943 



7/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



8/15 



PCT/DSOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



9/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




10/15 



PCTAJSOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



11/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



12/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



13/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




wo 02/39943 



14/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




5^ 




wo 02/39943 



15/15 



PCT/USOl/44975 




(12) INTERNATIONAL APPUCATION PUBLI^ED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



CORRECTED VERSION 



(19) World iDtellectuai Property Organization 
International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
23 May 2002 (23.05.2002) 




PCT 



II 



(10) Interoational Publication Number 

wo 02/039943 A2 



(51) International Patent Classification^* A61F 13/551. 
15/00,13/15. B65D 33/20 

(21) InternatiODal Application Number: PCT/USOl/44975 

(22) International Filing Date: 

15 November 2001 (15.11.2001) 



10/043,895 



(25) Filing Language: 

(26) Publication Language: 



English 
Bnglish 



(30) Priority Data: 
09/713,604 
09/713,496 
09/713.565 
09/713,497 
09/713,596 
09/965.842 



15 November 2000(15-11.2000) US 

15 November 2000 (15.1 1.2000) US 

15 November 2000 (15.1 1.2000) US 

15 November 2000 (15.1 1.2000) US 

15 November 2000 (15.1 1.2000) US 

28 September 2001 (28.09.2001) US^ 



9 November 2001 (09.1 1.2001) US 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except lJS)i KIM- 
BERLY^LARK WORLDWIDE, INC [US/US); 401 
North Lake Street. RO. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): LING, Lu [CN/US]; 
c/o Kimberly-aaric Worldwide, Inc., 401 North Lake 
Street, P.O. Box 349. Neenah. WI 54957 (US). MAX- 
TON, Jacqueline, M. [US/US]; do Kimberly-Claric 
Worldwide, Inc., 401 North Lake Street, RO. Box 349, 
Neenah. WI 54957 (US). NICHOLS, Ann, M. [USAJS]; 
c/o Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc.. 401 North Lake 
Street, RO. Box 349. Neenah, WI 54957 (US). COT- 
TINGHAM, Jeffery, R. [US/US]; c/o Kimberly-Clark 
Worldwide, Inc.. 401 North Lake Street, RO. Box 349. 
Neenah, WI 54957 (US). XUEEN, Hao [CN/USJ; c/o 
Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc., 401 North Lake Street, 
P.O. Box 349, Neenah. WI 54957 (US). MARTIN, Scott, 

[Continued on next page] 



(54) Title: PACKAGE FOR ABSORBENT ARTICLES 



< 

ON 
ON 

O 

o 




(57) Abstract: A package including a plurality of absorbent articles, and reclosable packaging. The packaging includes a flexible 
pocket having a hollow interior, an opening extending into the interior, a flap for covering the opening, and a closure positioned 
on the pocket and/or the flap for releasably holding the flap in a closed position. The closure permits the flap to be positioned in a 
different location on the pocket during successive closings when successive articles are removed from the interior of the pocket to 
permit the packaging to conform to the remaining articles in the interior of the pocket. 



wo 02/039943 A2 lilliOliililiiiliiiliniHlinii 



R. [USAJS]; c/o Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc., 401 
North Lake Street, P.O. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). 
MCMANUS* James, D. [USAJS]; c/o Kimberly-Clark 
Woridwide, Inc.. 401 North Lake Street, P.O. Box 349, 
Neenah. WI 54957 (US). KOLTERJOHN, Alison, B, 
[US/US]; c/o Kimberly-CIaik Woridwide, Inc., 401 North 
Lake Street, P.O. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). 
HUFFMAN, Dawn, M [US/US); c/o Kimberly-Clark 
Woridwide, Inc., 401 North Lake Street, RO. Box 349, 
Neenah, WI 54957 (US). TWUCHELL, Brian, G. 
fUS/USJ; c/o Kimberly-Claik Worldwide, Inc., 401 North 
Lake Street, P.O. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). 
LASKA, Dennis, P. [USAJS]; c/o Kimberly-Qark Worid- 
wide, Inc., 401 NOTth Lake Street, P.O. Box 349, Neenah, 
WI 54957 (US). SOREBO, Heather, A. [USAJS]; c/o 
Kimberly-Qaric Worldwide, Inc., 401 North Lake Street, 
P.O. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). BECHYNE, 
Kami, L. [US/US]; c/o Kimberiydaric Woridwide, 
Inc., 401 North Lake Street, P.O. Box 349, Neenah, WI 
54957 (US). MCDANIEL, Mary, Lou [USAJS]; c/o 
Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc., 401 North Lake Street, 
P.O. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). MOE, Emily, M. 
[US/US]; c/o Kimberly-Clark Woridwide, Inc., 401 North 
Lake Sueet, RO. Box 349, Neenah, WI 54957 (US). 

(74) Agents: CRAWFORD, David, E., Jr. et aj.; Senniger, 
Powers, Leavitt & Roedel, One Metropolitan Square, 16th 
Floor, St. Louis, MO 63102 (US). 

(81) Designated States (national)'. AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, 
A2, BA, BB. BG, BR. BY, BZ. CA, CH, CN, CO, CR. CU, 



CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, 
GM. HR, HU, ID, IL, IN. IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, 
LK, LR, LS. LT. LU, LV, MA, MD, MG. MK, MN. MW, 
MX, MZ, NO, NZ, PH, PL, PT, RO. RU. SD, SB, SO, SI, 
SK, SL, TJ. TM, TR, TT, TZ, UA. UG. US, UZ, VN, YU, 
ZA,ZW. 

(84) Designated Stales (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM. 
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZWX 
Eurasian patent (AM. AZ, BY. KG. KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 
European patent (AT. BE. CH. CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, 
GB, GR. BE. IT. LU, MC, NL, PT. SE, TR), OAPI patent 
(BF. BJ. CF. CG. a. CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, 
NE,SN,TD,TG). 

Published: 

— with international search report 

(48) Date of publication of this corrected version: 

23 January 2003 

(15) InformatioD about Correction: 

see PCT Gazette No. 04/2003 of 23 Januaiy 2003, Sec- 
tion 11 



For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



wo 02/039943 



PCTAJSOl/44975 



1 

PACKAGE FOR ABSORBED ARTICLES 

Background of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to a package, and more particularly to 
a package for absorbent articles. 
S Absoibent articles such as panty liners, feminine napkins and tampons are 

frequently carried about in purses, backpacks and briefcases until needed. Typically, the 
articles are put in these containers loose. Unfortunately, these containers do not always 
provide a hygienic environment for the articles, and thus the articles can become dirty and/or 
damaged. Further, the articles can become scattered about in the containers so they are 

10 difficult to find when needed. 

In the past, specifically designed pouches have been distributed for holding 
several absorbent articles at a time. These pouches reduce contact between the articles and 
potentially non-hygienic environments, and make the articles easier to find when needed. The 
pouches are made firom durable materials such as heavy vinyl so they can be reused, but reuse 

IS necessitates the pouches be refilled firom time to time. Further, the pouches firequently 
become non-hygienic after extended use, requiring them to be cleaned or discarded and 
replaced. 

To avoid these problems, some persons use clear plastic sandwich bags to hold 
the articles. These bags usually maintain a hygienic environment for the articles and make 

20 the articles easier to find when needed. Although the bags must be filled firom time to time, 
they are readily disposable and replaceable thereby reducing some of the concerns and 
inconveniences caused by extended use. However, because the bags are transparent, they 
pemiit the contents of the bags to be viewed. Some users desire more discreet packaging. 
Thus, there is a need for a discreet, disposable and economical reclosable package for holding 

25 several articles at a time. 

One type of packaging which meets the previously mentioned need includes 
a pocket for holding the articles and a opening for withdrawing articles fix>m the pocket when 
needed. Further, the package includes a flap for selectively covering the opening. The flap 
has an adhesive closure for holding the flap against the pocket when covering the opening. 

30 It has been noted that the adhesive closure and/or flap can be difficult to identify and/or grasp 
when separating the flap fix>m the pocket to uncover the opening when articles are needed. 
Thus, there is a need for packaging having a flap which is readily identifiable and can be 
easily grasped when opening and closing the packaging. 

Still fijither, it has been noted that if the pocket or opening is too small, the 

35 articles are difficult to withdraw bom the packaging. However, if the pocket is too big, the 
packaging can be unattractive and bulky and the articles can become jumbled in the pocket. 
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Further, if the opening is too big, the articles can fall out of the pocket too easily. Thus, there 
is a need for packaging having an appropriately sized pocket and openiiig. 

In addition, the size of some packaging is suitable for carrying in a purse, 
backpack or briefcase, but is not economically sized for general retail. Further, the packaging 
5 has an appropriate durability for consumer use but is not sufBciently durable for distribution 
to retail sites. Thus, there is a need for durable master packaging sized for holding several 
utility packages. 

Summarv of the Invention 

Briefly, apparatus of this invention is a package comprising a plurality of 

1 0 absorbent articles and reclosable packaging. The packaging includes a flexible pocket havmg 
a hoUov/ interior sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of absorbent articles and an 
opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permitting at 
least one of the plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket. 
The packaging also includes a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening 

1 5 to retain the plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket. The flap is 
selectably moveable between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed 
by the flap to permit the article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in 
which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain the articles in 
the pocket and to prevent the article from passing through the opening. In addition, the 

20 packaging includes a closure positioned on the pocket and/or the flap for releasably holding 
the flap in the closed position. The closure permits the flap to be positioned in a different 
location on the pocket during successive closings when successive articles are removed &om 
the interior of the pocket to permit the packaging to conform to the remaining articles in the 
interior of the pocket. 

25 In another aspect of the invention, the packaging includes a flexible pocket, 

an opening, a flap, and an adhesive closure positioned on the pocket and/or the flap for 

releasably holding the flap in the closed position. 

In still another aspect of this invention, the packaging mcludes an adhesive 

closure positioned on the flap for releasably holding the flap in the closed position. The 
30 closure is spaced from a distal edge of the flap to permit a portion of the flap to be grasped 

and sq>arated from the pocket without releasing the closure. 

In another aspect, apparatus of this invention includes a package comprising 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack. Each of the absorbent 

articles has a generally uniform width, length and thickness relative to the other articles. The 
35 package fiirther comprises packaging including a flexible pocket at least partially defines a 

hollow interior pocket having a volume when receiving the preselected nimiber of articles less 
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than about twice the number of articles times a product of the article width, length and 
thickness, and more than about one times the number of articles times the product of the 
article width, length and thickness. 

In yet another aspect, the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a 
5 volume when receiving the preselected number of articles less than about twice the number 
of articles times a product of ihe article width, length and thickness. 

In still another aspect of the present invention, the pocket at least partially 
defines a hollow interior having a width when the articles are removed therefirom less than 
about two times the article width and a width when receiving the preselected number of 
10 articles more than about one times the article width. 

In yet another aspect, the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a 
width when receiving the preselected number of articles less than about two times the article 
width. 

In another aspect, the pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior having 
15 a length when the articles are removed therefirom less than about two times the article length 
and a length when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one times the 
article length. 

In still another aspect, the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a 
length when the articles are removed therefrom less than about two times the article length. 
20 In yet another aspect, the opening has a width when the pocket receives the 

articles less than about two times the article width and more than about one times the article 
width. 

In another aspect, the opening has an area when the pocket receives the 
preselected number of articles less than about twice the niunber of articles times a product of 

25 the article width and thickness, and more than about one times the nxunber of articles times 
the product of the article width and thickness. 

A fiulher aspect of this invention is directed to at least one of the flap and the 
pocket including a visual indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap from the pocket to 
improve visual identification of the edge of the flap. 

30 In yet another aspect of this invention, a master package comprises a plurality 

of utility packages. Each of the utihty packages includes a plurality of absorbent articles and 
utility packaging. The utility packaging includes a flexible pocket having a hollow interior 
sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of absorbent articles and a reclosable opening 
extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for pennitting at least one 

35 of the plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket. The master 
package also includes removable master packaging surrounding the plurality of utility 
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packages having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of utility 
packages. 

In a final aspect, the invention comprises a package of interlabial pads for 
carrying a supply of the pads in hygienic condition in such manner as to maintain them in 
S hygienic condition and to be readily available for use in hygienic condition when needed. The 
package comprises a receptacle and a supply of pads in the receptacle. The receptacle has an 
opening through which a pad may be withdrawn for use when needed. Further, the receptacle 
has a reclosable closure for closing the opening. The closure is closed for carrying the pads 
in hygienic condition and for continued cairying in hygienic condition of the pads remaining 
10 in the receptacle after withdrawal of a pad. 

Other features of the present invention will be in part apparent and in part 
pointed out hereinafter. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a prior art panty liner surroimded by a removable 

wrapper 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a utility package of the present mvention showing 
a flap of the package in a closed position; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the utility package showing the flap in an open 

position; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan of the utility package showing the flap in the open position; 

Fig. 5 is a front elevation of empty packaging of the utility package; 

Fig. 6 is a front elevation of a master package of a first embodiment of the 
present invention with a portion broken away to show utility packages therein; 

Fig. 7 is a front elevation of a master package of a second embodiment of the 
present invention with a portion broken away to show utility packages therein; 

Fig. 8 is a front elevation of a utility package of a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a firont elevation of a utility package of a third embodunent of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of an interlabial pad such as may be packaged in 
accordance with this invention, partly broken away to show detail; 
Fig. 1 1 is a edge view of the interlabial pad; 
Fig. 12 is a plan view showing the pad folded; 
Fig. 13 is a section taken in the plane of line 13-13 of Fig. 12; 
Fig. 14 is a front elevation of hygienic packaging containing the folded pad; 
Fig. 15 is a section taken in the plane of line 15-15 of Fig. 14; 
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Fig. 16 is a front elevation of a package of a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention in a closed condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 17 is a section taken in the plane of line 17-17 of Fig. 16; 

Fig. 18 is a front elevation of the package of Fig. 16 in an opened condition; 

Fig. 19 is a section taken in the plane of line 18-18 of Fig. 18; 

Fig. 20 is a front elevation of a package of a fifth embodiment of the present 
invention, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 21 is a section taken in the plane of line 21-21 of Fig. 20; 

Fig. 22 is a front elevation of a package of a sixth embodiment of the present 
invention, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 23 is a section taken in the plane of line 23-23 of Fig. 22; 

Fig. 24 is a front elevation of a package of a seventh embodiment of the 
present invention in an opened condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines; 

Fig. 25 is a section taken in the plane of line 25-25 of Fig. 24; 

Fig. 26 is a front elevation of the package of Fig. 24 in an opened condition; 

and 

Fig. 27 is a front elevation of a package of a eighth embodiment of the present 
invention in an opened condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed lines. 

Corresponding reference characters indicate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views of the drawings. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the drawings and in particular to Fig. 1, a conventional 
individually wrapped absorbent article is designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 
20. Although the absorbent article 20 shown in Fig. 1 is a panty liner 22 surrounded by a 
wrapper, generally designated by 24, those skilled m the art will appreciate that the present 
invention may be applied to other absorbent articles 20 such as feminine napkins, tampons, 
interlabial pads, other feminine care products, adult care products, child care products and 
infant care products. Further, those skilled in the art will appreciate that although the 
illustrated articles 20 are individually wrapped, the articles may be unwrapped without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. 

The panty liner 22 shown in Fig. 1 is folded twice in a conventional manner 
to present a generally flat and generally rectangular article. Although the folded panty liner 
22 may have other sizes without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the folded liner has a width of about 50 millimeters, a length of about 70 
millimeters and a thickness of about 5 millimeters. It is also envisioned that the panty liner 
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22 may be unfolded and/or non-rectangular without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. 

Alttiough the wrapper 24 may be made in other ways without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the wrapper includes a rectangular 
sheet 30 having opposing side edges 32» 34 and opposite end edges 36, 38. A first fold 40 in 
the sheet 30 extending between the side edges 32, 34 forms a bottom of the wrapper 24, and 
a second fold 42 in the sheet extending between the side edges generally parallel to and above 
the first fold forms a top of the wrapper. The first fold 40 separates a middle portion 44 of 
the wrapper 24 from a back portion 46, and the second fold 42 separates the middle portion 
from a front portion 48 of the wrapper. The side edges 32, 34 of the middle portion 44 are 
joined to the back portion 46, and the side edges of the forward portion 48 are joined to the 
middle portion to form opposing sides of the wrapper. A margin 50 of the sheet 30 adjacent 
the end edge 36 overlaps a margin 52 of the sheet adjacent the end edge 38. It is envisioned 
that it may be desirable to join the side edges 32, 34 of the forward portion 48 to the back 
portion 46. 

Although the side edges 32, 34 of the rectangular sheet 30 may be joined in 
other ways (such as with adhesives or by heat sealing) without departing from the scope of 
the present invention, in one embodiment the side edge margins are joined by conventional 
mechanical fastem'ng means as shown. Although the wnq)ped article 20 may have other sizes 
without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the article has 
a wddth 54 of about 75 millimeters, a length 56 of about 75 millimeters and a thickness 58 
(Fig. 4) of about 5 millimeters. Further, although the dimensions of the article 20 may vary 
from article to article without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the dimensions are generally uniform. In addition, the dimensions may vary 
within a given article or they may be invariant without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. Although the wrappCT 24 may be made of other materials without 
dq>arting &om the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the wrapper is made 
from low density polyethylene sheet material having a thickness of about 38 microns. It is 
further envisioned that the wrapper 24 may have an adhesive or other closure (not shown) 
without departing from the scope of the present invention. 

As illustrated in Figs. 2-4, a utility package of the present invention is 
designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 60. The package 60 generally comprises 
a plurality of absorbent articles 20 (Fig. 4) and reclosable packaging, generally designated by 
62. As previously mentioned, it is envisioned that the articles 20 may be folded or unfolded 
and individually wrapped or unwrapped without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. Although the articles 20 may be arranged in other ways without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the articles are arranged in face-to-face 
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relation in a stack as illustrated in Fig. 4. The package 60 includes a number of articles 20 
which is selected for the convenience of an end user. For example, the package 60 may 
include less than about eight absoibent articles 20 to provide a supply of articles for about one 
week or less. It is envisioned that it may be desirable that the package 60 include about five 
absorbent articles 20 to provide a supply of articles for one convrational woik week (i.e., five 
days). 

The packaging 62 includes a flexible pocket 64. The pocket 64 has a hollow 
interior 66 sized and shaped for receiving the preselected number of absorbent articles 20 as 
shown in Fig. 4. An opening 68 extends into the hollow interior 66 of the pocket 64. The 
opening 68 is sized and shaped for permitting at least one of the plurality of articles 20 to be 
withdrawn from the hollow interior 66 of the pocket 64. Further, the packaging 62 includes 
a flap 70 attached to the pocket 64 adapted for covering the opening 68 to retain the pluraUty 
of articles 20 in the hollow interior 66 of the pocket 64. The flap 70 is selectably moveable 
between an open position as illustrated in Fig. 3 in which the opening 68 is generally 
unobstructed by the flap to permit at least one article 20 to be withdrawn through the opening 
and a closed position as shown in Fig. 2 in which the flap covers the opening and an exterior 
area 72 (Fig. 3) of the pocket 64 to retain the articles in the pocket and to prevent the articles 
from passing through the opening. In one embodimoit, the flap 70 is substantially rectangular 
and has a substantially straight distal edge 74. However, those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the flap 70 may have other shapes such as semi-circular or triangular without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. 

As illustrated in Fig. 3, a closure 76 is positioned on an inner face 78 of the 
flap 70 for releasably holding the flap in the closed position. It is envisioned that the closure 
76 may be positioned on the exterior area 72 of the pocket 64 instead of or in addition to being 
positioned on the flap 70. Preferably, the closure 76 permits the flap 70 to be positioned in 
a different location on the pocket 64 during successive closings when successive articles 20 
are removed from the interior 66 of the pocket to permit the packaging 62 to confomi to the 
remaining articles in the interior of the pocket. Although other closures 76 may be used 
without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the closure is 
an adhesive material such as a conventional resealable hot melt adhesive or a resealable two 
sided tape for releasably holding the flap 70 in the closed position. 

Although the closure 76 may be positioned at other locations without departing 
/ from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the closure is spaced from the 

distal edge 74 of the flap 70 to permit a free portion of the flap to be grasped and separated 
from the pocket 64 to grip the flap for releasing the closure. It is envisioned that it may be 
desirable that the closure 76 be spaced from the distal edge 74 of the flap 70 by a distance 80 
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of at least about 4 millimeters. It is further envisioned that it may be desirable that the 
distance 80 be about 16 millimeters. 

Although the closure 76 may have other shapes without departing firom the 
scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the closure is an elongate strip of adhesive 
material extending substantially parallel to the distal edge 74 of the packaging flap 70. In one 
embodiment, the strip of adhesive material is substantially continuous and uninterrupted along 
its entire length, but it is envisioned that other embodiments may have adhesive material 
which is discontinuous and/or interrupted along its length without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. In addition, it is envisioned that it may be desirable that the strip 
extend over substantially an entire width 82 of the flap 70 so the comers 84 of the flap are 
held in place near the pocket 64. Although the elongate strip may have other widths without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the strip has a width 
86 of less than about 20 millimeters and more than about 2 millimeters. It may be desirable 
that the width 86 of the strip be about 7 millimeters. 

Although the packaging 62 may be made in other ways without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment illustrated in Fig. S the packaging 
comprises a rectangular sheet 90 having opposing side edges 92, 94 and opposite end edges 
96, 98. A first fold 100 extending between the side edges; 92, 94 forms a bottom of the 
packaging 62, and a second fold 102 (Fig. 2) extending between the side edges generally 
parallel to and above the first fold forms a top of the packaging. The first fold 100 separates 
a middle portion 104 of the packaging 62 from a back portion 106. The middle and back 
portions 104, 106, respectively, form the pocket 64 of the packaging 62. The second fold 102 
separates the middle portion 104 from a front portion 108 of the packaging 62. The front 
portion 108 of the packaging 62 forms the flap 70. Although the second fold 102 may be 
positioned in other locations without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one 
embodiment the second fold is positioned immediately adjacent the opening 68 and 
immediately adjacent an upper end of the front portion 108 (i.e., adjacent the edge 98 of the 
sheet 90). The middle portion 104 is joined with the corresponding back portion 106 along 
side edges 92, 94 to form opposing sides of the packaging 62. Although the middle and back 
portions 1Q4, 106 may be joined in other ways (such as with adhesives or by mechanical 
fastening) without departing Srom the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment they 
are joined by conventional heat sealing. Although the packaging 62 may be made from other 
materials without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the 
packaging is made from a heat scalable polymer sheet material such as a material containing 
about 80% polyethylene and about 20% other polyolefins having a thickness of about 45 
microns available from Shanghai Zihua Enterprise Company, Limited of Shanghai, China. 
It is further envisioned that the packaging 62 may be made from coated paper, woven 
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material, non-woven material, polyethylene, polypropylene, co-polymers, extruded polymer, 
thermo-formed materials, and/or cardboard without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. Although in one embodiment the pocket 64 is substantially free of gussets, in an 
alternate embodiment the sides of the pocket may include conventional gussets (not shown) 
to provide the packaging 62 with a substantially flat bottom. 

Although the interior 66 of the packaging 62 defined by the flap 70 and the 
pocket 64 may have other sizes without departing from the scope of the present invention, it 
may be desirable that the interior have a volume when receiving the preselected number of 
articles 20 less than about twice the nimiber of articles times a product of the article width 54, 
length 56 and thickness 58, and more than about one times the number of articles times the 
product of the article width, length and thickness. As previously mentioned, the number of 
articles 20 is selected for the convenience of an end user For example, it is envisioned that 
it may be desirable that the package 60 include about five absorbent articles 20 to provide a 
supply of articles for one conventional work week (i.e., five days). Moreover, it may be 
desirable that the interior 66 have a width when the articles are removed and the pocket 64 is 
flattened as shown in Fig. 5 less than about twice the article width 54, and a width when 
receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one times the article width. In 
one embodiment, the width of the hollow interior 66 when the articles 20 are removed is about 
1.2 times the article width. Likewise, it may be desirable that the interior 66 have a length 
when the articles are removed and the pocket 64 is flattened less than about twice the article 
length 56, and a length when receiving the preselected nimiber of articles more than about one 
times the article length. In one embodiment, the length of the hollow interior 66 when the 
articles 20 are removed is about 1 .2 times the article length 56. Further, in one embodiment 
the opening 68 has a width when the pocket 62 receives the articles 20 less than about two 
times the article width 54 and more than about one times the article width. It may be desirable 
that the opening width be about 1.2 times the article width 54. In one embodiment, the 
opening 68 has an area when the pocket receives the preselected number of articles 20 less 
than about twice the number of articles times a product of the article width 54 and thickness 
58, and more than about one times the number of articles times the product of the article width 
and thickness. 

As illustrated in Fig. 2, it may be desirable that the flap 70 and/or the pocket 
64 include a visual indicator, generally designated by 1 10, for distinguishing the edge 74 of 
the flap from the pocket. The indicator 1 10 improves visual identification of the edge 74 of 
the flap 70 when grasping the flap to move it toward its open position. The visual indicator 
110 comprises visually contrasting surface treatments on the flap 70 and the pocket 64. 
Although other visually contrasting surface treatments may be used without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the visually contrasting surface 
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treatments include a first color on at least a portion of an exterior surface or outer face 1 1 2 of 
the flap 70 and a second color on at least a portion of an exterior surface 1 14 of the pocket 64. 
Further, it may be desirable that one of the colors be a raw material color of the packaging 
material and the other color be printed on the packaging 62. For example, if the raw material 
color of the packaging 62 is white, a lower edge margin 116 and opposing side margins 118 
of the flap 70 may be substantially free of printing such as background coloration and text, 
and a central portion of the flap may include printing of a contrasting color (e.g., blue). The 
margins 116, 118 are delineated by phantom lines in the drawings. Although the edge 
margins 116, 118 may have other widths without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the edge margins have a width 120 less than about 15 
millimeters. It may be desirable that the widths 120 of the edge margins be about 4 
millimeters. In addition to omitting printing from the edge margins 1 16, 1 18 of the flap 70, 
it may be desirable that the side margins of the pocket 64 (delineated by phantom lines) be 
substantially free of printmg, to prevent printing discoloration when the sides are heat sealed. 
Further, it may be desirable that the flap 70 and/or the pocket 64 include a tactile indicator 
(not shown) for distinguishing the edge 74 of the flap from the pocket to improve tactile 
identification of the edge of the flap. It is envisioned that the tactile indicator could be a 
textured portion (e.g., knurling) on an exterior surface of the flap 70 and/or the pocket 64. 

A master package is designated in its entirety by the nxmieral 130 in Fig. 6. 
The master package 130 includes a plurality of the utility packages 60 as described above. 
In addition, the master package 130 includes removable master packaging 132 sunounding 
the utility packages 60. The master packaging 132 has a hollow interior sized and shaped for 
receiving the utility packages. It is envisioned that the master packaging may have printing 
(not shown) on its exterior siuface. It is fiirther envisioned that the utility packages 60 may 
be arranged one or more stacks inside the master packaging 132. For example, the utility 
packages 60 may be arranged in two stacks as shown in Fig. 6 or arranged in one stack as 
shown in Fig. 7. Although the master package 130 may include different numbers of utility 
packages 60 without departing from the scope of the present invention, in the illustrated 
embodiments the master package includes less than about twelve utility packages. For 
example, the master package 1 30 may include about ten utility packages 60 as shown in Fig. 
6 or about nine utility packages as shown in Fig. 7. Further, it may be desirable that one or 
more sides of the master packaging 132 include conventional gussets 134 to provide the 
packaging with flat sides. Although the master packaging 132 may be made of other 
materials without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the 
master packaging is made from polyethylene sheet material having a thickness of about 45 
microns using conventional packaging methods. 



wo 02/039943 



PCT/USOl/44975 



11 

It is envisioned that the utility packages 60 may have alternative constructions 
without departing from the scope of the present invention. For instance, as illustrated in Fig. 
8 a conventional adhesive tab closure 140 may be used to hold the flap 70 in its closed 
position against the pocket 64 of the packaging 62. Another embodiment shown in Fig. 9 is 
similar to that of Fig. 8 except that the flap 70 has a generally triangular configuration and is 
initially joined to the pocket 64 by frangible perforations 142. 

Referring to Figs. 10 and 1 1 of the drawings, an interlabial pad is designated 
in its entirety by the reference number 1 50. The pad 1 50, which is exemplary of interlabial 
pads that may be packaged in accordance with this invention, is generally of the type 
disclosed in the aforesaid U.S. Patent Nos. 4,595,392 and 4,673,403, which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. In one embodiment, the pad 150 is generally oval and has lateral 
projections 1 52. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, the interlabial pad may have other 
shapes without departing from the scope of the present invention. Although the pad 150 of 
one embodiment comprises a lamination of a layer 154 of absorbent material on a fluid 
impervious layer 156 (e.g., plastic film), pads having other configurations including those 
without an impervious lay^ are also contemplated. As shown in Figs. 12 and 13, in one 
embodiment the pad 150 is folded in half on its major axis as indicated at 158 and, as shown 
in Figs. 14 and 15, is individually packaged in an elongate, generally flat sealed hygienic 
package 160 having a longitudinal seam 162 and end seals 164. In alternative embodiments, 
it is envisioned that the package 160 may not be sealed or may be omitted entirely. Further, 
it is envisioned that the pad 150 may be unfolded without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. Although the package 160 may be made of other materials without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the package is made 
of heat-sealable plastic film and in another embodiment the package is made of paper. The 
seam 162 and seals 164 may be made by any conventional process such as heat sealing, 
mechanical sealing or adhesive bonding. Further, it is envisioned that the pad 1 50 may be 
sealed in the package 160 with a cardboard backing 165. 

As illustrated in Figs. 16 and 17, a package of a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention is designated in its entkety by the reference nimieral 166. The package 1 66, 
carriesasupply 168 ofthe interlabial pads 150 individually wrapped in their respective sealed 
hygienic packages 160 readily available for use when needed. The package 166 generally 
comprises a receptacle 170 (e.g., a pocket) having a mouth or opening 172 (see Fig. 19 
particularly) through which a pad 150 in its sealed package 160 may be withdrawn for use 
when needed. The recqptacle 170 has a reclosable flap 179 for closing the opening 172. The 
flap 174 may be closed after a pad 150 is withdrawn to retain the remaining pads in the 
receptacle 1 70 until needed. ^ 
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The receptacle 170 comprises a bag having front and back walls 176 and 178 
joined at the sides 180 and 182 and bottom 184 and free from each other at the top to define 
the opening 172. The flap 174 which is integral with the back wall 178 may be folded over 
the opening 172 so it overlies the front wall 176. The flap 174 is releasably adhered to the 
front wall 1 76 by an adhesive or mechanical closure 1 86. The receptacle 1 76 is formed from 
an elongate rectangular blank folded along fold 1 84 to form the front and back walls 1 76» 1 78, 
respectively. In one embodiment, the blank is a plastic film such as polyethylene film. In 
alternative embodiments, the blank is a non-woven material or a non-woven and film 
laminate. The fold 1 84 constitutes the bottom of the receptacle 1 70. The boni and back walls 
176, 178 are sealed together as by heat seals 180s and 182s at both sides, and are free from 
each other at the top to define the bag opening 1 72. The plastic film (e.g., polyethylene) Scorn 
which the bag is made is generally opaque as by being pigmented (e.g., blue) to conceal the 
packaged pads in the bag. In one embodiment, the closure 186 is a spot 194 of pressure- 
sensitive adhesive such as two-sided tape for releasably adhering the flap 174. In an 
altemative embodiment (not shown), the closure 186 includes a stripe of pressure-sensitive 
adhesive extending from side to side along the receptacle 1 70. The packages 1 60 of pads 1 SO 
(e.g., from about three to about six in number) are aligned vertically so they extend from the 
opening 172 to the bottom 184 of the receptacle 170. In an altemative embodiment, it is 
envisioned that the pads 1 SO may be aligned horizontally from side to side in the receptacle 
170. Although the recq)tacle 170 may have other dimensions without departing from the 
scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an overall width 
measured from side to side of about 1 0.8 cm and an overall height measured from the opening 
172 to the bottom 184 of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm. Further, the flap 174 of 
this one embodiment has a width matching the width of the receptacle 170 and a height of 
about 5.1 cm. It is further envisioned that the package 166 of the fourth embodiment of the 
present invention may include various features described above with respect to the packages 
of the first, second and third embodiments. 

Thus, the supply 1 68 of pads 1 SO is carried in a hygienic condition. Because 
the receptacle 1 70 (including the flap 1 74) is opaque, the contents are not visible and thus are 
carried in a discreet manner. A pad 150 is readily available for use in hygienic condition 
when needed by pulling the flap 1 84 back (to the open condition illustrated in Figs. 18 and 
19) to open the receptacle 170, withdrawing a sealed package 160, and tearing it open to 
access the pad 1 50 therein. The tom-open package 1 60 is discarded. The flap 174 may then 
be re-adhered to the front wall 176 of the receptacle 170 to re-close the bag by means of the 
closure 186. 

Figs. 20 and 21 illustrate a fifth embodiment of the package of the present 
invention, designated by 196 in its entirety. The package 196 of the fifth embodiment again 
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comprises an opaque plastic receptacle 198 having front and back walls 200, 202, 
respectively, joined at the sides 204, 206 by heat-sealed side seams, having a fold 208 for the 
bottom and an opening 210. Instead of the flap 174 and closure 186, the receptacle 198 is 
provided with convaitional press-fit members 212 and 214 (i.e., conventional mterlockable 
plastic chaniiels) extending across the firont and back walls 200, 202 adjacent the opening 210. 
The receptacle 198 holds a plurality (e.g., three to six) packages 160 of pads 150. Although 
in the illustrated embodhnrat the packages 160 extend vertically fiom the bottom 208 to 
adjacent the opening 210 just below the press-fit members 212, 214, it is also envisioned that 
the packages may extend horizontally from side to side. The press-fit members 212, 214 are 
conventionally used on plastic bags and will not be described in fiirther detail. Although the 
receptacle 198 may have other dimensions without departing from the scope of the present 
invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an overall width measured from side to side 
of about 10.8 cm and an overall height measured from the opening 210 to the bottom 208 of 
between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm. 

Figs. 22 and 23 illustrate a sixth embodiment of the package of the present 
invention, designated by 216 in its entirety. For the most part, the package 216 of the sixth 
embodiment is the same as die package 196 of the fifth embodiment except for the use of 
conventional slide fastener members 218 and 220 (instead of press-fit members 212 and 214) 
and a conventional slide fastener 222. Members 218, 220 and slide fastener 222 are such as 
conventionally used on plastic bags and will not be described in fiirther detail. Although the 
receptacle of the package 216 of the sixth embodiment may have other dimensions without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an 
overall width measured firom side to side of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm and an 
overall height measured from the opening to the bottom of about 10.8 cm . 

Figs. 24-26 illustrate a seventh embodiment of the package of the present 
invention, designated by 230 in its entirety. The package 230 of the seventh embodiment is 
in the style of wallet and has two pockets 232 and 234, each having an opening 232m, 234m, 
facing the other opening. The package 230 may be folded in half with the openings 232m, 
234m on the inside. Packages 1 60 of pads 150 are stocked in the pockets. The package 230 
comprises an elongate rectangular outside wall 236 of the opaque plastic film and inside walls 
238 and 240 of said film extending across the inside face 242 of the outside wall firom one 
side of the outside wall to the other and inward from the ends of the outside wall. Each inside 
wall 238, 240 terminates short of the center of the outside wall 236 thereby forming the 
openings 232m, 234m of a pad-containing pocket. 

In fiirther detail, the receptacle 230 comprises an elongate rectangular blank 
of the opaque plastic film, portions of which are folded over as indicated at 244, 246 to form 
the inside walls 238, 240. The folds 244, 246 form the bottoms of the pockets 232, 234. The 
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folded-over end portions forming the inside walls 238, 240 are heatrsealed at both sides as 
indicated at 248 and 250 to the portion of the blank between folds 244, 246 constituting the 
outside wall 236. The openings of the pockets 232, 234 lie on opposite sides of a fold line F 
at the center of the outside wall 236 on which the receptacle is foldable as illustrated in Fig. 

26. The receptacle 230 may be held closed by a tab 252 heat-sealed to the outside wall 236 
and having a spot (or stripe) 254 of pressure-sensitive adhesive thereon. Or, as shown in Fig. 

27, the spot (or stripe) 254 may be ^plied to one of the inside walls, e.g., inside wall 240 to 
form a package of a eighth embodiment. Although the pockets 232, 234 of the packages 230 
of the seventh and eighth embodiments may have other dimensions without departing from 
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the pockets have overall widths 
measiu'ed from side to side of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm and overall heights 
measured from the respective opening to the respective bottom of between about 6.3 cm and 
about 8.9 cm. 

Although the interlabial pad packages are described above as containing 
interlabial pads, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the packages may include other 
feminine care products and associated supplies. For example, the packages may contain a 
supply of interlabial pads and a supply of tampons and/or panty liners. Examples of 
associated supplies which the packages may contain include wipes and/or tissues. Further, 
it is envisioned that the packages may include more than one size of interlabial pad without 
departing from the scope of the present invention. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several objects of the invention 
are achieved and other advantageous results attained. 

When introducing elements of the present invention or the preferred 
embodiment(s) thereof, the articles "a", "an", "the" and "said" are intended to mean that there 
are one or more of the elements. The terms "comprising", "including" and "having" are 
intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be additional elements other than the listed 
elements. 

As various changes could be made in the above constructions without 
departing from the scope of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense. 
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Claims 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A package comprising a plurality of absorbent articles, and reclosable 
packaging including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said 
plurality of absorbent articles; 
5 an opting extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for permitting at least one of said plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior 
of the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably 
10 moveable between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said 
flap to permit said at least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed 
position in which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said 
plurality of articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through 
the opening; and 

15 a closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably 

holding said flap in the closed position, said closure permitting the Qdip to be positioned in a 
different location on the pocket during successive closings when successive articles are 
removed from the interior of the pocket to permit said packaging to conform to the remaining 
articles in the interior of the pocket. 

2. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the plurality of absorbent articles 
are arranged in a stack. 

3. A package as set forth in claim 1 wh^ein the absorbent articles comprise 
a feminine care product. 

4. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the feminine care products 
comprise a panty liner. 

5. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the feminine care products 
comprise an interlabial pad. 



6. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the packaging comprises a 
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side 
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edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said iHrst fold 
and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the front portion of each 
5 side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming 
opposing sides of the pocket. 

7. A package as set forth in claim 6 wherein the opposing sides of the pocket 
are substantially free of gussets. 

8. A package as set forth in claim 6 wherein the sheet has a second fold 
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold, said second 
fold separating the flap from the pocket. 

9. A package as set forth in claim 8 wherein the flap is substantially 

rectangular. 

1 0. A package as set forth in claim 8 wherein the flap has an inner face and 
an outer face, and the closure is positioned oh said inner face of the flap for releasably holding 
said flap in the closed position. 

1 1. A package as set forth in claim 10 wherein the closure is an adhesive 
material applied to the inner face of the flap. 

12. A package as set forth in claim 8 wherein the front portion of each side 
edge of the sheet has an upper end opposite the first fold and said second fold is positioned 
immediately adjacent the upper ends of the front portions of the side edges and immediately 
adjacent the opening. 

13. A package as set forth in claim 6 wherein the sheet is a heat scalable 

polymer sheet. 

14. A package comprising a plurality of absorbent articles, and packaging 

including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said 
plurality of absorbent articles; 
5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for permitting at least one of saidplurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior 
of the pocket; 
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a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably 
10 moveable between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said 
flap to permit said at least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed 
position in which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said 
plurality of articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through 
the op^iing; and 

15 an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 

releasably holding said flap in the closed position. 

15. A package as set forth in claim 14 wherein the plurality of absorbent 
articles are arranged in a stack. 

1 6. A package as set forth in claim 1 4 wherein the absorbent articles comprise 
a feminine care product. 

17. A package as set forth in claim 16 wherein the feminine care products 
comprise a panty liner. 

18. A package as set forth in claim 16 wherein the feminine care products 
comprise an interlabial pad. 

19. A package as set forth in claim 14 wherein the packaging comprises a 
rectiangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side 
edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said first fold 
and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the front portion of each 

5 side edge is jomed with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming 
opposing sides of the pocket. 

20. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the opposing sides of the 
pocket are substantially free of gussets. 

21. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the sheet has a second fold 
extendiing between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold, said second 
fold separating the flap from the pocket. 



wo 02/039943 



PCTAJSOl/44975 



18 

22. A package as set forth in claim 21 wherein the flap is substantially 

rectangular. 

23. A package as set forth in claim 21 wherein the flap has an inner face and 
an outer face, and the closure is positioned on said inner face of the flap for releasably holding 
said flap in the closed position. 

24. A package as set forth in claim 21 wherein the front portion of each side 
edge of the sheet has an upper end opposite the first fold and said second fold is positioned 
immediately adjacent the upper ends of the front portions of the side edges and immediately 
adjacent the opening. 

25. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the sheet is a heat scalable 

polymer sheet. 

26. A package comprising at least one absorbent article, and packaging 

including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said 
absorbent article; 

5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for permitting said article to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
absorbent article in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable 
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to 
10 permit said article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the 
flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said article in the pocket 
and to prevoit said article from passing through the opening; and 

an adhesive closure positioned on said flap for releasably holding said flap in 
the closed position, wherein the closure is spaced from a distal edge of the flap to permit a 
1 S portion of the flap to be grasped and separated Sx>m the pocket without releasing the closure. 

27. Apackage as set forth in claim 26 wherein the closure is positioned at least 
about 4 millimeters from the distal edge of the flap. 

28. A package as set forth in claim 27 wherein the closure is positioned about 
1 6 millimeters from the distal edge of the flap. 
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29. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein said distal edge is substantially 
straight and said adhesive closure includes an elongate strip of adhesive material extending 
substantially parallel to the distal edge of the packaging flap. 



30. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the elongate strip of adhesive 
material has a width of less than about 20 millimeters. 

31 . A package as set forth in claim 30 wherein the strip of adhesive material 
has a width of more than about 2 millimeters. 



32. A package as set forth in claim 30 wherein the strip of adhesive material 
has a width of about 7 millimeters. 

33. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the strip of adhesive material 
is substantially continuous and uninterrupted along its entire length. 

34. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the flap is substantially 

rectangular. 

35. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure extends 
substantially an entire width of the flap. 

36. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure is a two 

sided tape. 

37. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure is a hot 

melt adhesive. 



38. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the flap has an inner face and 
an outer face, and the adhesive closure is positioned on said inner face of the flap for 
releasably holding said flap in the closed position. 

39. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the hollow interior of the 
pocket is sized and shaped for receiving a plurality of absorbent articles including said article. 

40. A package as set forth in claim 39 wherein the plurahty of absorbent 
articles are arranged in a stack. 
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41 . A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the absorbent article comprises 
a feminine care product. 

42. A package as set forth in claim 41 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises a panty liner. 

.43. A package as set forth in claim 41 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises an interlabial pad. 

44. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural nimiber of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
nxmiber of articles, a generally uniform length relative to the other articles, and a generally 
5 uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and 

packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 
having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be 
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior 
having a volume when receiving the preselected number of articles less than about twice the 
10 number of articles times a product of said article width, length and thickness, and more than 
about one times the niunber of articles times said product, 

45. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles, a generally uniform length relative to the other articles, and a generally 
5 uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and 
packaging including: 

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized 
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 

1 0 nimiber of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an 
open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and 
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and 

15 an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 

releasably holding said flap in the closed position; 
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wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a volume when 
receiving the preselected number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times 
a product of said article widths length and thickness. 

46. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a g^erally unifonm width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles; and 

5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 

having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be 
withdrawn fi-om the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior 
having a width when the articles are removed therefi-om less than about two times said article 
width and a width when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one 
1 0 times said article width. 

47. A package as set forth in claim 46 wherein the hollow interior width is 
about 1 .2 times said article width when the articles are removed therefix)m. ^ 

48. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles; and 
5 packaging including: 

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized 
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an 
10 open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and 
to prevent said at least one article bom passing through the opening; and 

an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 
1 S releasably holding said flap in the closed position; 

wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a width when 
receiving the preselected number of articles less than about two times said article width. 
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49. A package as set forth in claim 48 wherein the hollow interior width is 
about 1.2 times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom. 

50. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally unifonn length relative to other articles in said 
number of articles; and 

5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 

having a reclosable opemng sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be 
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior 
having a length when the articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article 
length and a length when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one 

10 times said article length. 

5 1 . A package as set forth in claim 50 wherein the hollow interior length is 
about 1.2 times said article length when the articles are removed therefrom. 

52. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform length relative to other articles in said 
number of articles; and 
5 packaging including: 

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized 
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket; 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an 
10 open position in which the opening is generally imobstructed by said flap to permit said at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap 
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and 
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and 

an adhesive closiire positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for 
1 5 releasably holding said flap in the closed position; 

wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a length when the 
articles are removed therefix>m less than about two times said article length. 

53. A package as set forth in claim 52 wherein the hollow interior length is 
about 1.2 times said article length when the articles are removed therefrom. 
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54. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to the other articles; and 

packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 
S having an opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn 
fiom the pocket, wherein the opening has a width when the pocket receives the articles less 
than about two times said article width and more than about one times said article width. 

55. A package as set forth in claim 54 wherein the opening width is about 1 .2 
times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom. 

56. A package comprising: 

a preselected plural nimiber of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of 
said absorbent articles having a generally imiform width relative to other articles in said 
number of articles, and a generally uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and 
5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles 

having an opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn 
from the pocket, wherein the opening has an area when the pocket receives the preselected 
number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times a product of said article 
width and thickness, and more than about one times Ae number of articles times said product. 

57. A package comprising at least one absorbent article, and packaging 

including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said 
absorbent article; 

5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped 

for permitting said article to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; and 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said 
absorbent article in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable 
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to 

10 permit said article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the 
flap covers the opening to retain said article in the pocket and to prevent said article from 
passing through the opening, wherein at least one of the flap and the pocket includes a visual 
indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap fiom the pocket to improve visual 
identification of the edge of the flap. 
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58. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the visual indicator comprises 
visually contrasting surface treatments on the flap and the pocket. 

59. A package as set forth m claim 58 wherein the visually contrasting surface 
treatments include a first color on at least a portion of an exterior surface of the flap and a 
second color on at least a portion of an exterior surface of the pocket. 

60. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the first color is a raw material 
color of the packaging and the second color is printed on the packaging. 

61 . A package as set forth in claim 60 wherein the raw material color of the 
packaging is white. ^ 

62. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the portion of the exterior 
surface of the flap having said first color is an edge margin of the flap. 

63. A package as set forth in claim 62 wherein said edge margin of the fl^ 
having said first color includes a lower edge margm of the flap. 

64. A package as set forth in claim 63 wherein said lower edge margin having 
said first color has a width less than about 15 millimeters. 

65. A package as set forth in claim 64 wherein said lower edge margin having 
said first color has a width of about 4 millimeters. 

66. A package as set forth in claim 62 wherein said edge margin of the flap 
having said first color includes opposing side edge margins of the flap. 

67. A package as set forth in claim 66 wherein each side edge margin having 
said first color has a width less than about 15 millimeters. 

68. A package as set forth in claim 67 wherein each side edge margin having 
said first color has a width of about 4 millimeters. 

69. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the flap includes the second 



color. 
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70. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the packaging comprises a 
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side 
edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said first fold 
and so that said &st fold forms a bottom of the pocket, \^erein the front portion of each side 

5 edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming 
opposing sides of the pocket, and wherein side margins corresponding to the side edges of the 
sheet are substantially free of printing. 

71. A package as set forth in claim 70 wherein the sheet is a heat sealable 

polymer sheet. 

72. A package as set forth in claim 70 wherein the sheet has a second fold 
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold so that said 
second fold separates the flap from the pocket, and wherein an edge margin of the flap is 
substantially free of printing. 

73. A package as set forth in claim 72 wherein said edge margin of the flap 
which is substantially free of printing includes a lower edge margin of the flap. 

74. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the packaging comprises a 
closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably holding said flap 
in the closed position. 

75. A package as set forth in claim 74 wherein the closure is spaced from a 
distal edge of the flap to permit a portion of the flap to be grasped and separated from the 
pocket without releasing the closure. 

76. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the hollow interior of the 
pocket is sized and shaped for receiving a plurality of absorbent articles including said article. 

77. A package as set forth in claim 76 wherein the plurality of absorbent 
articles are arranged in a stack. 

78. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the absorbent article comprises 
a feminine care product. 
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79. A package as set forth in claim 78 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises apanty liner. 

80. A package as set forth in claim 78 wherein the feminine care product 
comprises an interlabial pad. 

81. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein at least one oftfaefl^ and the 
pocket includes a tactile mdicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap fiom the pocket to 
improve tactile identification of the edge of the flap. 

82. A package as set forth in claim 8 1 wherein the tactile indicator comprises 
a textured portion of an exterior surface of said at least one of the flap and the pocket 

83. A package as set forth in claim 82 wherein the textured portion is a 
knurled portion of an exterior surface of the flap. 

84. A master package comprising: 

a plurality of utility packages, each of said utility packages includmg: 
a plurality of absorbent articles; and 

utility packaging including a flexible pocket havmg a hollow interior sized and 
5 shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles, and a reclosable opening extending 
into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said 
plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; and 

removable master packaging surrounding said plurality of utility packages 
having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said plurality of utility packages, 

85. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles comprise a feminine care product. 

86. A master package as set forth in claim 85 wherein each feminine care 
product is surrounded by a removable wrapper. 

87. A master package as set forth in claim 85 whorein the feminine care 
products comprise a panty liner. 

88. A master packiage as set forth in claim 87 wherein each panty liner is 
surrounded by a removable wrapper. 
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89. A master package as set forth in claim 88 wherein the removable wrapper 
comprises a rectangular sheet having: 

opposing side edges having a forward portion, a middle portion and a back 

portion, 

5 a first fold extending between said side edges separating the middle portion 

and the back portion so that said first fold forms a bottom of the wrapper, and 

a second fold extending between said side edges generally parallel to and 
above said first fold sq>arating the middle portion and fix)nt portion so that said second fold 
forms a top of the wrapper, wherein the middle portion of each side edge is joined with the 

10 corresponding back portion of each side edge and the forward portion of each side edge is 
joined with the corresponding middle portion of each side edge thereby forming opposing 
sides of the wrapp^. 

90. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said master packaging 
includes printing thereon. 

91 . A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein each utility packaging 
includes a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said plurality 
of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said fl^ being selectably moveable 
betwem an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to 

5 permit said at least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in 
which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said plurality of 
articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening. 

92. A master package as set forth in claim 91 wherein each utility packaging 
includes a closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably holding 
said flap in the closed position. 

93. A master package as set forth in claim 92 wherein said closure is an 
adhesive closure. 

94. A master package as set forth in claim 91 wherein each utility packaging 
comprises a rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between 
said side edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said 
first fold and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the front portion 

5 of each side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby 
forming opposing sides of the pocket. 



wo 02/039943 



PCT/USOl/44975 



28 

95. A master package as set forth in claim 94 wherein the sheet has a second 
fold extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold so that 
said second fold sq)arates the flq> from the pocket. 

96. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles is arranged in a stack in the utility packaging. 

97. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of utility 
packages is arranged in at least one stack inside the master packaging. 

98. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles comprises less than about eight absorbent articles. 

99. A master package as set forth in claim 98 wherein said plurality of 
absorbent articles comprises about five absorbent articles. 

1 00. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of utility 
packages comprises less than about twelve utility packages. 

101. A master package as set forth in claim 100 wherein said plurality of 
utility packages comprises about ten utility packages. 

102. A master package as set forth in claim 101 wherein said plurality of 
utility packages is arranged in two stacks. 

103. A master package as set forth in claim 102 wherein said plurality of 
utility packages comprises about nine utility packages. 

104. A master package as set forth in claim 103 wherein said plurality of 
utility packages is arranged in a single stack. 

105. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said master packaging 
includes gussets. 

106. A package of interlabial pads for carrying a supply of the pads in 
hygienic condition iii such manner as to maintain them in hygienic condition and to be readily 
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available for use in hygienic condition when needed, said package comprising a receptacle, 
a supply of pads in the receptacle, said receptacle having an opening through which apad may 
5 be withdrawn for use when needed, said receptacle having a reclosable closure for closing the 
opening, said closure being closed for carrying the pads in hygienic condition and for 
continued carrying in hygienic condition of the pads remaining in the receptacle aft^ 
withdrawal of a pad. 

107. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

108. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein said receptacle comprises 
a bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom and free of each other at the 
top to defme said opening, said bag having a flap integral with the back wall folded over the 
opening and overlying the front wall and releasably adhered thereto. 

109. A package as set forth in claim 108 wherein the bag comprises a blank 
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the 
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof. 

110. A package as set forth in claim 109 wherein the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag, the front wall having a pressure-sensitive 
adhesive thereon for releasably adhering the flap thereto. 

1 1 1 . A package as set forth in claim 1 09 wherein the blank comprises a plastic 

film. 

112. A package as set forth in claim 108 wherein the interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

1 1 3. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle comprises a 
bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom with said opening at the top, 
said closure comprising press^fit members extending across the walls adjacent the opening. 

1 14. A package as set forth in claim 113 wherein the bag comprises a blank 
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the 
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof. 
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1 1 5. A package as set forth in claim 1 1 4 wherein the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag. 

1 1 6. A package as set forth in claim 114 wherein the blank comprises a plastic 

fihn. 

117. A package as set forth in claim 114 wherein the interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

11 8. A package as set forth in claim 1 06 wherein the receptacle comprises a 
bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom with said opening at the top, 
said closure comprising slide fastener members extending across the walls adjacent the 
opening, and a slide fastener. 

1 19. A package as set forth in claim 1 1 8 wherein the bag comprises a blank 
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the 
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof. 

1 20. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag. 

121. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the blank comprises aplastic 

fihn. 

122. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the interlabial pads are 
individually packaged. 

123. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle is in the style 
of a wallet having two pockets each having an opening, foldable in half with the openings on 
the inside. 

124. A package as set forth in claim 123 comprising an elongate rectangular 
outside wall of plastic film, inside walls extending across the face of the outside wall 
constituting its inside face from one side of the outside wall to the other and inward from the 
ends of the outside wall, each inside wall terminating short of the center of length of the 
outside wall and forming a pad-containing pocket with an opening at the inner edge thereof. 
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125. A package as set forth in claim 124 wherein said receptacle comprises 
an elongate rectangular blank, end portions of which are folded over to constitute said inside 
walls, the folds forming the bottoms of the pockets, said folded-over end portions being 
attached at both sides to the portion of the blank intermediate said folds, said portion 
constituting the outside wall. 

1 26. A package as set forth in claim 1 25 wherein the blank is at least partially 
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag. 

127. A package as set forth in claim 125 wherein the blank comprisesaplastic 

film. 

128. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein each of the interlabial pads 
within the supply of pads is of substantially the same size. 

129. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein only interlabial pads are 
positioned in the receptacle. 
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